NOAA Feedback on OSTP Survey 
8/22/11

· There was no mechanism in OSTP survey for handling programs that get funding from multiple agencies (e.g., GLOBE). 

· The OSTP survey lacked comment boxes that would have permitted us to add additional explanation or qualify a response. 

· OSTP survey provided less opportunity to describe the program details narratively. In general it seemed to have greater emphasis on questions that required us to fit our program into a set of options, and less flexibility for us to choose an open answer that in some cases would more accurately describe the nature of our programs (e.g. primary objectives multiple choice answers in 2.2). 

· OSTP survey included specific questions/consideration of informal education, which was different that GAO which seemed geared toward formal. This was an improvement for many NOAA programs. 

· OSTP survey excluded outreach for education, which is an important component of NOAA’s STEM education efforts that is directly tied with the NOAA Education Strategic Plan. 

· We would have appreciated the opportunity to describe the emphasis we place on underserved or underrepresented audiences. The surveys only requested this information when it was a primary or central focus of the program; however, many programs invest significant resources in this area despite not being the primary program focus. 

· Follow-up comments and questions were provided in a cumbersome manner (scanned PDF of all surveys with hand-written questions). These were hard to read and understand and provided a challenge for programs to find their respective survey. An electronic submission (e.g., word document) of the questions specific to each program with page numbers for easy tracking would be appreciated in the future. 
