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Reviewer’s Name: __________________________
Please return to steve.storck@noaa.gov by Noon 8/8/2013

Strategic Plan Theme: (listed as a by-line to the Plan title and is highlighted throughout text)
	Advancing NOAA’s Mission through Education

	Comments: (Do you feel this captures the primary intent or need of our strategic approach?)




Mission Statement: (Choose 2 from the following options – mark with X in PREF column)
Please help select a Mission Statement for NOAA Education.  A Mission statement should be inspirational and provide a description of NOAA Education's core purpose, focus, and target population.  The Mission in the current Education Strategic Plan is: To advance environmental literacy and promote a diverse workforce in ocean, coastal, Great Lakes, weather, and climate sciences encouraging stewardship and increasing informed decision making for the Nation.
	PREF
	Statement

	
	1. To be a leading provider and partner in ocean, coastal, Great Lakes, weather and climate science education in support of NOAA’s science, stewardship and service missions.

	
	2. To be a leading provider and partner in ocean, coastal, Great Lakes, weather and climate science education, advancing NOAA’s mission and contributing to an environmentally literate society.

	
	3. To provide and support exemplary education opportunities that advance NOAA’s mission and build towards an environmentally literate society.

	
	4. To be a leading catalyst in the advancement of ocean, coastal, Great Lakes, weather and climate science education in support of improving public safety, encouraging environmental stewardship, and building a skilled future workforce in NOAA mission-critical disciplines.

	
	5. To operate a high-quality educational enterprise to educate present and future generations about the changing Earth and its processes, to inspire our nation’s youth to pursue scientific careers, and to improve the public’s understanding and appreciation of NOAA’s mission.

	
	6. To leverage NOAA’s science and stewardship enterprise, assets, and partnerships for the benefit of the American public, providing education opportunities and resources to improve public safety, enhance stewardship of ocean, coastal and Great Lakes resources, and ensure a diverse future workforce in NOAA mission-critical disciplines.



Your suggested Mission Statement:



Vision Statement: 
An informed society that uses credible ocean, coastal, Great Lakes, weather and climate science to make the best social, economic and environmental decisions.

	Does this statement represent the highest aspirations of what our education efforts are working towards in society?
	




Instructions: For each section below, please feel free to use reviewer comments or track changes to comment on text of Goals, Objectives and Core Topics.  In addition, we would like you to assess each statement for the following three conditions which checkboxes for your responses are provided to the right of each statement (click the box with your mouse to add or remove your check mark):
Applies?  - Is this something your Administrative Unit has a mandate for and/or conducts education activities in?
Investments? - If your Administrative Unit works in this area, is it a MAJOR element of your portfolio or MINOR?  (ie: Do you invest a MAJOR portion of your budget in this area or MINOR)  
Evaluation? – If your Administrative Unit works in this area, is your Unit measuring outputs or outcomes that would contribute towards meeting this goal or objective?
Below each set of statements there are some general questions about the groupings we would like you to consider and respond to in the table cell provided.  If you have any questions please contact Steve Storck (steve.storck@noaa.gov).
														

Goals:
	Goal Statements:
	Applies?
	Investments?
	Evaluation?

	Goal 1: A Science-Informed Society
Society has an increased capacity to access, understand and utilize credible ocean, coastal, Great Lakes, weather and climate science information to make informed decisions.
	☐Yes  
☐ No
	☐ Major   
☐ Minor
	☐Yes   
☐ No

	Goal 2: Conservation & Stewardship
A diverse constituency actively involved in direct and indirect stewardship actions to conserve, restore and protect ocean, coastal and Great Lakes resources.
	☐Yes  
☐ No
	☐ Major   
☐ Minor
	☐Yes   
☐ No

	Goal 3: Safety & Preparedness
Resilient individuals, communities and economies that are prepared for and respond appropriately to challenges and impacts of severe weather, climate variability and other natural and man-made environmental hazards.
	☐Yes  
☐ No
	☐ Major   
☐ Minor
	☐Yes   
☐ No

	Goal 4: Future Workforce
A diverse and highly-skilled future workforce that provides continuity and innovation in ocean, coastal, Great Lakes, weather and climate science and other disciplines critical to NOAA’s mission.
	☐Yes  
☐ No
	☐ Major   
☐ Minor
	☐Yes   
☐ No

	Goal 5: Educational Excellence
NOAA educators, scientists, leadership and other staff function in a unified manner to plan, develop, and deliver high-quality educational programs and partnerships that advance NOAA’s mission.
	☐Yes  
☐ No
	☐ Major   
☐ Minor
	☐Yes   
☐ No



	As a set do these goals capture the major focus areas of NOAA Education? (What’s missing if any?)
	

	Do you feel these goal statements will resonate with NOAA Educators, Leadership, Partners?  the Administration? Congress?
	





Goal 1: A Science-Informed Society
Society has an increased capacity to access, understand and utilize credible ocean, coastal, Great Lakes, weather and climate science information to make informed decisions.
Core Topics: (Used for illustrative purposes and will be used in the intro material for this goal)
	· Understanding how the planet works
· Environmental and Earth System Science
· atmosphere
· hydrosphere
· lithosphere (geosphere)
· biosphere
· heliosphere
· Anthroposphere
· Earth System Processes 
	· Indicators of Changing Environmental Conditions 
· Ocean, Climate, Estuary, Great Lake Literacy Frameworks 
· NOAA’s Science Capabilities/Contributions
· Ocean and other Scientific Discoveries
· Data Sources and Uses
· Contextualized Data Portals and Visualization

	· Methods of Scientific Monitoring and  Exploration
· Citizen Science – Public contributing to Scientific Understanding
· Assessing Uncertainty in Science
· Scientific Process/Methods – General
· Evaluating Scientific Evidence 
· Patterns in Nature
· NGSS

	Other Core Topic Suggestions
Do you feel any don’t belong in this Goal?
	



	Objectives:
	Applies?
	Investments?
	Evaluation?

	1.1 Educational resources and outreach materials highlighting NOAA information services, capabilities, discoveries and contributions to society are widely distributed. 
	☐Yes  
☐ No
	☐ Major   
☐ Minor
	☐Yes   
☐ No

	1.2 K-12 aged youth are provided with high-quality education opportunities that advance their understanding of ocean, coastal, Great Lakes, weather and climate science.
	☐Yes  
☐ No
	☐ Major   
☐ Minor
	☐Yes   
☐ No

	1.3 Lifelong learners are provided with informal science education opportunities focused on ocean, coastal, Great Lakes, weather and climate science topics.
	☐Yes  
☐ No
	☐ Major   
☐ Minor
	☐Yes   
☐ No

	1.4 A skilled and confident community of formal and informal educators integrate ocean, coastal, Great Lakes, weather and climate sciences into their teaching, curricula and interpretive products and programs.
	☐Yes  
☐ No
	☐ Major   
☐ Minor
	☐Yes   
☐ No

	1.5 Ocean and atmospheric data is presented in useable formats and illustrative visualizations in formal and informal educational settings.
	☐Yes  
☐ No
	☐ Major   
☐ Minor
	☐Yes   
☐ No

	1.6 Youth and adults are provided with opportunities to participate in authentic science investigations that contribute to advancing the understanding of Earth’s health and natural processes.
	☐Yes  
☐ No
	☐ Major   
☐ Minor
	☐Yes   
☐ No




	As a set do these objectives represent the major investments NOAA supports towards making progress on this goal?

	

	What major areas of programming effort are missing, if any?

	




Goal 2: Conservation & Stewardship
A diverse constituency actively involved in direct and indirect stewardship actions to conserve, restore and protect ocean, coastal and Great Lakes resources.
Core Topics: (Used for illustrative purposes and will be used in the intro material for this goal)
	· Climate Change Mitigation
· Marine Debris reduction and clean-up
· Sustainable seafood harvest and consumption practices
· Marine and coastal habitat protection and restoration
· Invasive species mitigation and removal
· Endangered and threatened species protection
	· Service Learning 
· Point and Non-point source pollution reduction
· Erosion control and reduced sedimentation of aquatic environments
· Marine archaeology artifact preservation and protection
· Understanding and monitoring environmental impacts to ocean and coastal resources



	Other Core Topic Suggestions
Do you feel any don’t belong in this Goal?
	



	Objectives:
	Applies?
	Investments?
	Evaluation?

	2.1 Increased public awareness of environmental threats to ocean, coastal and Great Lakes resources and the role humans play in environmental change. 
	☐Yes  
☐ No
	☐ Major   
☐ Minor
	☐Yes   
☐ No

	2.2 Improved integration of ocean, coastal and Great Lakes conservation and stewardship information in formal and informal education programs, materials and curricula.
	☐Yes  
☐ No
	☐ Major   
☐ Minor
	☐Yes   
☐ No

	2.3 Improved access to ocean, coastal, Great Lake and atmospheric scientific information for youth, educators, consumers and community decision-makers on environmental health and stewardship practices.
	☐Yes  
☐ No
	☐ Major   
☐ Minor
	☐Yes   
☐ No

	2.4 Expanded formal and informal education opportunities in stewardship action practice utilizing scientific investigations and information to develop solutions and strategies for addressing environmental problems.
	☐Yes  
☐ No
	☐ Major   
☐ Minor
	☐Yes   
☐ No

	2.5 Increased facilitated opportunities for participation in direct stewardship activities that support conservation, protection and restoration of ocean, coastal and Great Lakes resources.
	☐Yes  
☐ No
	☐ Major   
☐ Minor
	☐Yes   
☐ No



	As a set do these objectives represent the major investments NOAA supports towards making progress on this goal?

	

	What major areas of programming effort are missing, if any?

	





Goal 3: Safety & Preparedness
Resilient individuals, communities and economies that are prepared for and respond appropriately to challenges and impacts of severe weather, climate variability and other natural and man-made environmental hazards. 
Core Topics: (Used for illustrative purposes and will be used in the intro material for this goal)
	· Tornadoes
· Hurricanes
· Storm Surge – Coastal Flooding
· Flash Flooding – Flooding
· Blizzards
· Excessive Heat
· Drought
	· Lightning
· Wildfires 
· Tsunamis
· Rip Tides 
· Red Tide/Algal Blooms 
· Ciguatera poisoning
· Safe Seafood
· Toxic Spills

	· Weather Ready Nation
· Changing Climate - Adaptation
· Temperature Change
· Increased severe weather
· Sea Level Rise
· Ocean Acidification
· Personal Risk Management
· Coastal Navigation 


	Other Core Topic Suggestions
Do you feel any don’t belong in this Goal?
	



	Objectives:
	Applies?
	Investments?
	Evaluation?

	3.1 Safety and preparedness education materials and programs have consistent science-based messaging.
	☐Yes  
☐ No
	☐ Major   
☐ Minor
	☐Yes   
☐ No

	3.2 Individuals and communities are aware of and able to access credible sources of information for hazard warnings and forecasts.
	☐Yes  
☐ No
	☐ Major   
☐ Minor
	☐Yes   
☐ No

	3.3 U.S. populations at high-risk from severe weather and/or changing environmental conditions are provided with targeted education programs and materials. 
	☐Yes  
☐ No
	☐ Major   
☐ Minor
	☐Yes   
☐ No

	3.4 Individuals and communities have functional emergency plans for identifying, responding to and recovering from severe weather and changing environmental conditions typical to their region.
	☐Yes  
☐ No
	☐ Major   
☐ Minor
	☐Yes   
☐ No

	3.5 Individuals and communities volunteer to monitor, prepare for and respond to human and natural caused phenomenon that impose health and safety hazards.
	☐Yes  
☐ No
	☐ Major   
☐ Minor
	☐Yes   
☐ No

	3.6 Consumers choose and prepare seafood in ways that minimize health hazards.
	☐Yes  
☐ No
	☐ Major   
☐ Minor
	☐Yes   
☐ No




	As a set do these objectives represent the major investments NOAA supports towards making progress on this goal?

	

	What major areas of programming effort are missing, if any?

	








Goal 4: Future Workforce
A diverse and highly-skilled future workforce that provides continuity and innovation in ocean, coastal, Great Lakes, weather and climate science and other disciplines critical to NOAA’s mission.
Core Topics: (Used for illustrative purposes and will be used in the intro material for this goal)
· NOAA Workforce needs
· Diversity
· STEM Education
· Early Career Exploration 
· Innovation and consistency/integrity of science and policy
· Mentoring and Hands-On research opportunities in NOAA sciences
	Other Core Topic Suggestions
Do you feel any don’t belong in this Goal?
	



	Objectives:
	Applies?
	Investments?
	Evaluation?

	4.1 K-20 aged youth are aware of and interested in career pathways in ocean, coastal, Great Lakes, weather and climate sciences and other NOAA mission-critical disciplines.
	☐Yes  
☐ No
	☐ Major   
☐ Minor
	☐Yes   
☐ No

	4.2 A diverse and qualified pool of postsecondary students pursue degrees in ocean, coastal, Great Lakes, weather and climate sciences and other disciplines critical to NOAA’s mission.
	☐Yes  
☐ No
	☐ Major   
☐ Minor
	☐Yes   
☐ No

	4.3 Postsecondary students are provided with experiential learning, research and scholarship opportunities with NOAA and partner institutions.
	☐Yes  
☐ No
	☐ Major   
☐ Minor
	☐Yes   
☐ No

	4.4 Postsecondary institutions and other educational partners provide training and academic programs that incorporate and align with critical workforce needs at NOAA and in related organizations.
	☐Yes  
☐ No
	☐ Major   
☐ Minor
	☐Yes   
☐ No

	4.5 Graduates completing NOAA supported student opportunities connect to careers in ocean, coastal, Great Lakes, weather and climate sciences and other disciplines critical to NOAA’s mission.
	☐Yes  
☐ No
	☐ Major   
☐ Minor
	☐Yes   
☐ No




	As a set do these objectives represent the major investments NOAA supports towards making progress on this goal?

	

	What major areas of programming effort are missing, if any?

	




Goal 5: Educational Excellence
NOAA educators, scientists, leadership and other staff function in a unified manner to plan, develop, and deliver high-quality educational programs and partnerships that advance NOAA’s mission.
Core Topics: (Used for illustrative purposes and will be used in the intro material for this goal)
· Partnerships with (NSF, DofEd, Smithsonian) to integrate agency science resources and information into STEM Education initiatives (Teacher Research Opportunities, K-12 curriculum, Scholarships and research opportunities for higher ed).
· Partnerships more broadly – make more effective and efficient
· Evaluation system (evidence-based approaches)
· Internal coordination on education products
· Internal coordination (Ed Council)
· Communications with Management
· Getting non-education NOAA staff engaged in Education
· Better communicate the role of education in advancing the agency mission
	Other Core Topic Suggestions
Do you feel any don’t belong in this Goal?
	



	Objectives:
	Applies?
	Investments?
	Evaluation?

	5.1 Education programs are coordinated and managers work with decision-makers to improve the integration and sustainability of education investments in meeting agency mandates, mission and goals.
	☐Yes  
☐ No
	☐ Major   
☐ Minor
	☐Yes   
☐ No

	5.2 Effective evaluation, performance monitoring and evidence-based approaches are implemented in the design, management and refinement of NOAA supported educational programs, products and services.
	☐Yes  
☐ No
	☐ Major   
☐ Minor
	☐Yes   
☐ No

	5.3 Collaborative intra-agency education strategies, projects and resources at national and regional levels are developed and implemented to improve efficiency and cost effectiveness of education investments.
	☐Yes  
☐ No
	☐ Major   
☐ Minor
	☐Yes   
☐ No

	5.4 Strategic external partnerships that leverage agency resources, knowledge and services are developed and sustained to extend the educational reach of the agency and improve education activities.
	☐Yes  
☐ No
	☐ Major   
☐ Minor
	☐Yes   
☐ No

	5.5 Professional development opportunities for NOAA educators, scientists, leadership and other staff are provided to improve their effectiveness as communicators of science, stewardship and safety content.
	☐Yes  
☐ No
	☐ Major   
☐ Minor
	☐Yes   
☐ No





	As a set do these objectives represent the major investments NOAA supports towards making progress on this goal?

	

	What major areas of programming effort are missing, if any?

	



