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NOAA Education Council Meeting

Date/Time:	February 15, 2012 (1:00–4:00 pm)
Location:		SSMC3, Room 14836
Dial-in:		866.901.0711
Passcode:	8134683
Contact: 		Luis Leandro (202) 482-3139; Erin Sams (202) 482-9183

Adobe Connects Link to Meeting: http://connectpro46305642.adobeconnect.com/edcouncil/
**Important Note Regarding Audio: Unless you have a PC headset with a microphone, please remember to mute or turn off your computer speakers when you call in to avoid sound interference. If you have a PC headset, you will be able to connect directly through your computer and participate in the meeting as normal, without needing to dial the number above through your phone. Detailed instructions on how to set up your audio in Adobe Connects are available here: http://www.oesd.noaa.gov/council/Audio_AdobeConnects.pdf 


AGENDA 

1:00     	Welcome/Opening Remarks
 
1:10     	Smithsonian Ocean Hall Education - Trish Mace (input requested)
            	(15 min presentation/15 min discussion)
 
1:40     	A Vision for STEM in DCPS - Alexandra Caceres (input requested)
            	(15 min presentation/15 min discussion)
 
2:10     	Break  	
 
2:20     	Strategic Plan Updates: Proposed Next Steps - Christos Michalopoulos (input requested)
            	(15 min presentation/25 min discussion)
 
3:00     	Updates & Announcements   


Next Council Meetings: 

March 21, 2012
April 18, 2012
 

Attendance
In person: Marlene Kaplan (MK), John Baek (JB), Alexandra Caceres (AC), Ron Gird (RG), Lindsay Glotzer (LG), Bob Hansen (BH), Nina Jackson (NJ), Judy Koepsell (JK), Trish Mace (TM), Carrie McDougall (CMc), Christos Michalopoulos (CM), Maria Murray (MMu), Rochelle Plutchak (RP), Bronwen Rice (BR), Peg Steffen (PS), Steve Storck (SSt), Kate Thompson (KT), Bruce Moravchik (BM), Chelsea Lowes (CL)

On the phone: Sarah Yue (SY), Lisa Iwahara (LI), Lindsay Knippenberg (LKn), John McLaughlin (JMc), Paula Keener-Chavis (PKC), Mike Shelby, Jeanine Montgomery (JM), Leon Geschwind (LG), Eric Hackathorn (EH), Paula Keener-Chavis (PKC), Shannon Sprague (SS), Jennifer Hammond (JH), Frank Niepold (FN)


Announcements (MK)
· MK: Louisa is at NCTS Committee Meeting on STEM education; President’s budget main point of discussion
· “Cuts, Consolidations & Savings” publication from White House highlights 2 cuts (ELG zeroed out and NURP), consolidation of ocean programs also.
· Request for input later on budget issues, to be addressed at end of meeting.

· “Engage to Excel”: report from PCAS, ext. advisory group on college grads in STEM education, focused on improving 1st 2 years in college education, what professors deliver to improve STEM learning, diversifying pathways into STEM, experience for undergrads
· Interesting recommendations for the Ed Council; We’ll post this on the Council website for you all.

· Finally, looking for nominations on education.noaa.gov advisory group (Steve Stork)
· SSt: 4 members of Ed council (CF, LL, BR, and L--) on list for nominees
· Rotation built in so that all members are not lost each year 
· BR & CF terms are ending, but both have expressed interest in continuing their terms
· SSt will send a memo tomorrow to look for additional nominees, must have these by next Friday
· Plan to discuss current issues and progress of advisory group as tasks for nominee
· Person should be NOAA employee or contractor, must represent NOAA Education
· MK: Thanks Bruce & Claire for their cooperation & contributions

Introductions around the room



Smithsonian Ocean Hall Education - Trish Mace (input requested)
See PowerPoint.
· TM: at Smithsonian since December
· Background: Biology & Policy, last 10-12 years dedicated to marine education curriculum, program development & partnerships (Oregon Sea Grant, NMS)
· Presentation on collaboration with NOAA, COSEE, Smithsonian for new Education Center

· BH: Was the funding separate? 
· TM: Funding for the education center is museum-wide; as programs are developed, there is emphasis being given for funding for programs on ocean & human origins. 
· BH: Will this be competing for space with other people?
· TM: The space can be used by different people for different topics, but the space can also act as a point of engagement with the educational materials. It also can be used for programming, booked by school groups or office events. Trish would like to use the space to strengthen relationships between Smithsonian & Ed Council/NOAA/etc by working together in the space (for collaborative meetings). 

· Trish Mace contact: macet@si.edu

· PS: Request for digital resources from Joann Flanders. Would love to collaborate, but unsure of what would be most useful. 
· TM: I’d like to reverse the request, in a way, to know what your office would like to get out of a collaboration. 
· PS: It might be helpful to put together a short questionnaire to determine what would be the best topics.
· TM: Biodiversity & adaptations, change over time, human interactions; Human interactions topic brings in cultural pieces, archaeology, human literacy principles

· LG: Will this be a new building or part of existing structure?
· TM: It will be located within the Smithsonian NMNH, immediately on your right past security in NMNH, along Constitution Ave.
· MK: Terrific lighting from windows along street, great views. 
· TM: Everything in the building is shifting & getting new spaces.

· CMc: Requests in the past have been somewhat vague, and because we have such a large collection it is a lot of work to develop themed collections. I’m wondering if it might be better to think about these requests and come back to us in a few months to determine a more narrowed approach to these requests.
· TM: I think that’s a great idea.
· CMc: Background information is still needed to inform us on how we can help you.
· MK: But in the mean time, go ahead and highlight important resources at this time .

· BH: Is there a fee structure in place for use of the space? Is the space free to use?
· TM: A fee structure is not strictly in place, but fees will depend on whether a project is collaborative or if a group wants to use the space independently. If extra security is needed or if extra A/V or technical support is needed, there may be fees associated with use of the space.

· JB: Professional development, student programs, or a mix?
· TM: Primarily a mix, evolving over time.

· RP: Question about lab space – what do you envision happening in that particular space?
· TM: Possibly microscope equipment, tabletop SEM, cameras, collection drawers, etc.

· CL: Building on the request for resources, Sea Grant has a variety of resources. What type of resources are you looking for?
· TM: Carrie’s right, in that you (the offices) will be determining what resources will be more useful to you and your groups using the spaces. How do we connect to the space through what is available? Link to exploration aspects, research, etc.
· CMc: Will there be demos? Like and ocean exploration demo? 
· TM: Sure. With the ocean aspects, we can address important issues using demos to talk about how we can act upon them.

· CL: Is there a targeted age range?
· TM: 11-18 year olds and all the people that love them…There is no current age range in mind. Teachers, parents, students, enthusiasts (about fossils, oceanography, other topics).

· MK: Okay, so how should we follow up? We could put a small working group together or just put a list together of initial things that people could take a look at…
· PKC: The COSEE partnership that Trish mentioned has a steering committee (Gail S. (?), the PI for the COSEE network) and Sharon Walker in Mississippi, along with myself representing NOAA. A large portion of the support for the Science Educator position with the Ocean Hall is supported through funding associated with the Office of Ocean Exploration & Research. Monthly phone call for last 3-4 years looks for ways to leverage support & resources among the groups involved. I recommend getting involved in this call rather than starting a new working group. (MK: Which I don’t want to do!) I would suggest going in that direction because Trish has responsibilities in many groups & I’m concerned about moving forward in an unstreamlined manner. 
· MK: Okay, Paula. How do you plan to go forward with this?
· PKC: Call tomorrow morning at 9 AM. Ocean Portal, etc. are places to start. We can discuss these at the meeting tomorrow and bring that back to council.




A Vision for STEM in DCPS - Alexandra Caceres (input requested)
See PowerPoint.
· MK: Alex will present on an opportunity to coordinate with DCPS to build up a partnership and enhance STEM in schools

· BH: Are there already some people registered (for the science fair that Alex discussed)?
· KT: I won’t be able to go, but I’ll get someone from NOS or NMS.
· MK: B-WET has registered, so a few people should be there.

· BH: So, is this your science fair? We’d be curious to know who your judges are so we can capture them in our database.
· JMc: I wasn’t aware of this, but we’d like NOAA participants to go to the NOAA Judging Page and sign up as a judge so that we have record of NOAA judges at participating science fairs.
· MMu: …or just send us their names and we can enter them into the database.

· AC: I do know one woman who could be the contact for judging and awards. I don’t have her name at this time.
· CMc: We did do a special award last year, as well as a category award.
· AC: A link on the flyer I passed out will take you to the judging or volunteering info online or let me know if you’re interested.

· RG: Our meteorological chapter (DC Chapter, AMS) may be interested in being involved. They host a science fair that ends with a big event in the summer and I’ll put you in contact with them. They give participating school recognition in their monthly newsletter as well.

· AC: March 24th is the day of the fair at DCPS. 

· AC:  Is there someone with a connection to Shepard School?
· JH: Yes, I’ll contact you about that.

· MK: Jennifer Hammond, could you say a couple words please about this partnership?
· JH: Sure, the partnership with Shepard Elementary was started by Jim Martin ten years ago. He was the first victim of the sniper shooting. The event was named after him and has now been shifted to the school auditorium so that NOAA employees can easily attend. The last fair was the 8th or 9th fair that has run, at the end of January (before the city-wide fair, if it still exists) for 3,4,5th graders.

· PS: Are your supervisors plugged in to the state supervisors network (ex. Fish Catch book?) -- the Council of State Science Supervisors?
· AC: No, who is the contact for that?
· PS: Contact me, Peg Steffen, for more info.

· KT: Do you have a way of providing us a way to send information about events so that we can attend?
· AC: There’s likely a mechanism already set up, but I am new and unaware of it.
· KT: I would be interested in hearing about it.
· PS: We could have invited them to NOAA Heritage Day last weekend!

· AC: Can there be transportation provided for the students?
· KT: We can always look for funding for transportation…

· MK: Are there websites or flyers on NOAA Careers that we can give to guidance counselors to get to students?
· BH: We have one-pager on careers on our webpage student opportunities webpage
· MK: There’s a college scholarship info page as well
· RG: We (AMS) have info about becoming a meteorologist.
· MK: HS internships are a possibility as well.

· JH: This may be a stretch, but maybe we can find out ways we can test and evaluate the students and the work that NOAA is doing. Not sure if DCPS is interested in doing that…
· MK: Getting info to teachers on Teacher at Sea, talking to teachers about data collection is a good idea.

· PKC: Can I get the email address of the presenter, please?
· AC: Alexandra.caceres@dc.gov

· MMu: Lindsay Knippenberg wants to know if NEEMO or NOSB has been mentioned?
· CM: NOAA provides funding for students to attend the NOSB (Ocean Science Bowl). That’s an opportunity for DCPS to participate and get students involved if interested.
· BH: names: Laura Orlmand, or Rebecca Gasper (?)
· CL: You don’t have to pay to attend, but you could just go to see how amazing some of these teams are; DC schools would probably be part of the Chesapeake Bay Bowl.

· MK: We’ll compile our notes and get a list of related websites to send to you; NOSB is very engaging and brings a few thousand students to the national competition each year (In Baltimore this year).
· KT: (story about bringing 3rd place team to Thunder Bay)

· CMc: I think it’s a good idea for OEd to bring together a list of the schools for DCPS to understand the local participation.
· KT: A list of schools for us would be helpful too.
· CL: Is Constortium for OL involved?
· MK: Yes, through Chesapeake Bay.

· BM: Just as a recommendation, would it pay for the council to act as a single point of contact to act as a conduit for this information.
· MMu: I canbe the contact for that
· BH: Involved in Consotium?
· MMu: Consortuim is involved with another group, has been going to their meetings to better insert NOAA activities & resources into their programs
	



Strategic Plan Updates: Proposed Next Steps - Christos Michalopoulos (input requested)
See PowerPoint.
· MK: CM continues our conversation to make updates to the strategic plan

· CM: Let’s take scheduling for planning meeting offline to make meeting time decisions. (with KT)
· JK: Splitting into three groups, are we going to decide which outcome we will work on or will we work on all three?
· CM: We’ll split up based on what outcomes we want to work on, but if the groups leave some outcomes without people to discuss them, we will reorganize from there.

· CM: Maria, do you mind pulling up Doodle Poll to look at retreat dates? (group reviews Doodle Poll dates)
· CM: Any objections?
· CL: That’s the Knauss selection panel review week…
· CM: Any possibility that you can send someone in your stead?
· RP: Chelsea, we can talk and maybe I can send someone instead so you can go

· CM: Can we vote on the week of the council retreat?
· [VOTE]
· Monday  April 30th – Friday May 4th   ***majority wins for this week
· Actual retreat will probably be May 1st – 3rd (T-Th) of this week.

· JH: How is the parking availability?
· NJ: NOAA employee/non-employee parking has recently changed, but we’ll get that information to everyone.

· JK: When was the Doodle Poll sent?
· CM/SSt: The email was sent to the Ed Council.

· CM: Can you make it?
· JK: I think I can.
· BR: Most of the documents for the meeting will be presented before hand, so we can provide those to people who can’t attend before the meeting.
 

Budget Discussion (continued)
· Further Budget Discussion

· MK: discussion on cuts from Budget, specific to COSEE
· CMc: Funding to existing awards only, with no new solicitation on the horizon.

· MK: Which means that programs at the end of their grant cycle are out of luck.
· PS: B-WET?
· MK: B-WET is not and never is on the Pres budget. We have the unofficial word that the Hill restored some funds for the education program in FY12.
· CM: What happened was, as you all know , is that Congress appropriated earlier this year, but also gave $80M of reductions. NOAA needed to go in and make “X” amount of cuts, with those cuts focused primarily on education programs and this is a strong example of how Congress still supports education programs and competitive grants. We’re still hopeful that our programs will continue to exist, including B-Wet in the future.

· CMc: What was the EPA change?
· MK: The funds are gone for their environmental education program; NASA education was also in the cuts in education, so they’ve also seen some huge reductions.
· What’s in NASA’s $100K that’s left?
· PS: The $100M includes grants to their historical education programs; for every X$ spent, there’s supposed to be a specific amount of money spent on education.
· MK: We’re definitely feeling the cuts…; The Marine Debris program is moving to Fisheries, MPA moving into NMS, Estuary conservation programs moving to Office of Habitat Conservation?; merging admin of IOOS & Coastal Zone Management 

· FN: Do you know about the flagship programs that had their funds cut? Is Louisa talking about this to the Council?
· MK/CM: That was her purpose of attending that meeting today.

· JS: What about Forest Service?
· MK: They’re probably okay.
· FN: Focusing on “environmental education” is probably not a good idea for your program these days.
· KT: DOI answered for forest service about their STEM buddgets.

· MK: How did sanctuaries do after the FY13 request?
· KT: They zeroed out our (pack/PAC?), which includes exhibits and the people involved in exhibits (used to be $15M). We still have a wandering earmark; it was given to NMS at a reduction, but now they’re taking it back ($1.5M). The problem is that is it just to pay for (FTD) salaries. Not sure how it’ll integrate in, but it’ll happen.

· MK: Chelsea, what about Sea Grant?
· CL: We saw a $1.4M cut, and that still leaves about $4.3M for aquaculture. Quite a bit of that comes from losing 3 FTD positions.

· RP: OAR fared well, with a slight increase for climate.
· FN: We had a reduction in FY12 restored for research but we do have Climate Portal in the budget again, so we’re in.

· MK: Paula?
· RP: Except for NURP, OAR is good.
· KT: NOS realignments discussions…
· MK: more beyond this … stuff?
· KT: There’s a needs assessment on how things will move around, so we’ll see.

· MK: Do you understand this stuff about IOOS, etc.?
· KT: I think some is coming from this assessment
· CL: OER took a $6.5 M reduction.
· MK: That’s NURP, they’re not going to fund the NURP centers, but they’ll fund the research expeditions.

· CM: What about weather service & NESIDS?
· NJ: We’ll find out on Friday, they may consolidate the data centers, from 4 to 1. 

· KT: We heard that the Oxford lab closed at Chesapeake Bay?
· CM: What I’ve heard is that the Sandy Hook lab is closing down and the capabilities are moving to Oxford lab for Fisheries.
· MK: 3 Facilities proposed for closure: NMFS at Sandy Hook & Pacific Grove, consolidate NW & SW regions to one West coast region.
· PS: This is all just pie in the sky, on paper thus far…

· CM: Weather services?
· RG: It’s all IT services right now.
· MK: It’s definitely challenging times, but we’ll just keep checking with our programs and keep moving forward.

· JH: Christos, you should follow up with Chesapeake Bay…
· CM: it’s my guess that the only money left is that for B-WET.
		


Updates and Announcements 

