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Background:

· The federal Strategy for Protecting and Restoring the Chesapeake Bay Watershed in response to Executive Order 13508 committed NOAA to “pursue engagement of additional federal and state partners – including the U.S. Department of Education, Department of Interior, Department of Energy and EPA – to develop a Chesapeake Bay Elementary and Secondary Environmental Literacy Strategy that expands upon the meaningful watershed educational experience objective to be completed by December 2011.”
· The purpose of the Elementary and Secondary Environmental Literacy Strategy is to ensure that federal programs and resources are coordinated, informed by state priorities, and fully available to and used by state partners. All states have an environmental literacy plan in place or active planning efforts underway. Maryland was the first state in the country to implement a plan.
· The strategy focuses on three main areas: PreK-12 students, educators (both classroom teachers and informal educators), and school grounds and infrastructure. 
· There is broad federal participation: leadership roles held by the EPA, Department of Interior, and USDA, and active staff participation by the Department of Education, Energy, NASA, and other key agencies.
· There are efforts to develop and implement literacy plans occurring at every level in the mid-Atlantic region – federal, regional, and state level. These efforts are fully aligned and supportive of one another, bringing together resources at every level to affect change in the region’s schools.

Current Status:

· NOAA coordinated the development of an inventory of federal programs that currently support or have the potential to support environmental literacy programming in the mid-Atlantic region. These programs represent more than ten million dollars in annual grant funding in addition to a robust collection of programs, resources, and personnel. The inventory will allow us to increase collaboration to strategically invest limited federal resources.
· On March 23, 2011, NOAA convened a kickoff meeting to layout the framework for the strategy. The meeting brought together representatives from nine federal agencies, including the U.S. Department of Education, Department of Interior, Department of Energy, and EPA, as well as representatives from state departments of education and natural resource agencies, and the state affiliates of the North America Association for Environmental Education, who represent the interests of non-profit and other education providers. 
· Working groups (students, educators, schools) composed of federal, state, and non-profit representatives began to convene in April to refine goal statements and develop objectives for each of the priority areas.

Next Steps:

· Objectives for each priority area (students, educators, and schools) will be finalized in June. These objectives will form the basis of both the federal environmental literacy strategy and the Regional Roundtable environmental education strategy.
· The Regional Roundtable will convene in July at which time they will work to develop regional action items for their non-profit affiliates related to the shared objectives developed by the E.O. team; NOAA will represent the federal agencies in this effort. The Roundtable document will be available in fall 2011. 
· Federal agencies will convene through the summer and release a draft strategy document in October, which will include actions tied to the shared objectives and overarching recommendations. 
· NOAA and the Regional Roundtable will co-chair the Education Summit to be held in November 2011 to highlight the shared strategy to key partners, including state departments of education, and begin work on the recommendations outlined in the Strategy. The Chesapeake Bay Program Education Workgroup will serve as an ongoing forum for collaboration.

Contact: Shannon Sprague, Environmental Literacy Manager, NOAA Chesapeake Bay Office
shannon.sprague@noaa.gov, 410-267-5664



