Environmental Literacy:  
Society understands its relationship with the environment and can make informed decisions
NOAA’s education programs are integral to meeting mission objectives and contribute to national efforts to improve science education, increase economic competitiveness, promote innovation and prepare a blue-green workforce.  An environmentally literate society is needed to build sustainable communities and take appropriate action in the case of weather-related events.   Among the environmental challenges facing NOAA and the nation, efforts to respond to climate change and to balance the use and conservation of coastal and marine resources will increasingly depend on the ability of leaders, organizations, institutions and the public to understand environmental conditions and the diverse forces that affect them.  Education experts 
have identified a gap between the scientific knowledge most students learn in school and what they will need in 21st-century communities and workplaces.  Integrating environmental literacy into the nation's formal education systems and informal education networks is an important contribution toward addressing this gap.  These efforts will also foster the development of the current and future environmental workforce  needed to support climate, weather, ocean, and coastal science and services.

Within five years, NOAA will demonstrate success in achieving this objective by:

· 
· Expanding use of innovative technologies and methods to connect NOAA to the public; 
· Developing a NOAA-wide focus on climate education;
· Providing life-long learners with informal science education opportunities focused on ocean, coastal, Great Lakes, weather and climate topics;
· Expanding use of Essential Principles of Ocean Literacy and Climate Literacy by formal and informal educators;
· Providing opportunities for students, educators and the public to collect and use NOAA data in educational activities; and 
· Training and supporting NOAA employees and partners who communicate climate and ocean science to key stakeholders and the public.
NOAA will promote strategic partnerships with formal and informal science education communities to advance STEM education and to integrate ocean, coastal, Great Lakes, weather, and climate sciences into educational programming. Ensuring this content is accessible to all communities, particularly those populations who are currently underrepresented in the science workforce, is a specific emphasis. .  Education programs will collaborate with NOAA’s outreach, communications, extension and training activities to fully engage audiences to address problems and opportunities facing society.  Additionally, NOAA will coordinate with other agency’s education and outreach campaigns to further leverage Federal investment in improving STEM education and enhancing environmental literacy.
�Engagement is covered in Regional Service section, so focus here should be environmental literacy.
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