



MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

BETWEEN THE

NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

AND THE

EXPLORATORIUM
I.  PARTIES
This document constitutes an agreement between the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), U.S. Department of Commerce, and the Exploratorium, which is a (501-C3) non-profit organization.  NOAA’s Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research (OAR) leads this effort on behalf of the agency.

II.  AUTHORITIES
The NOAA has authority to participate in the development of educational programs and products with the Exploratorium under:

 (1)
The America COMPETES Act, 33 U.S.C. 893a, mandates NOAA to conduct, develop, support, promote, and coordinate formal and informal educational activities at all levels to enhance public awareness and understanding of ocean, coastal, Great Lakes, and atmospheric science and stewardship by the general public and other coastal stakeholders, including underrepresented groups in ocean and atmospheric science and policy careers.    

(2)
15 U.S.C. Section 1540, Cooperative agreements, provides NOAA authority to enter into cooperative agreements and other financial agreements with any nonprofit organization to  (1) aid and promote scientific and educational activities to foster public understanding of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration or its programs; and (2) solicit private donations for the support of such activities. 

III.  PURPOSE
Pursuant to this agreement, the parties will develop, plan and execute multiple educational projects, with an overall partnership goal being to collaborate on educational research and project development with the purpose of enhancing the awareness, understanding, and engagement of the public with respect to key environmental science and technology subjects underlying NOAA’s mission.

The activities under this agreement will allow NOAA to explore and deploy new methods of presenting the work of the Agency in a unique educational setting that is provided by the future location of the Exploratorium and the unique capabilities of their institution. The Exploratorium is a leader in the field of informal science education. They have developed a model for informal education exhibits that involves a high degree of collaboration with scientists and artists, an emphasis on interactive demonstration of a scientific phenomenon, and research into how people learn using these exhibits.  Their model of scientific exhibit development has proven highly effective and, through this partnership, will now be applied to NOAA-related sciences. 

The Exploratorium’s unique facilities and capacities include remote worldwide webcasting capability, access to the San Francisco Bay through a deep-water pier at its new location and a staff of scientists, designers, and educational researchers with experience in working cooperatively with the scientific community. It has leading research and development capacity in exhibit development, scientific visualization, online activities, and professional development for teachers and museum staff designed to provide support for the informal science education field. The Center for Informal Learning and Schools at the Exploratorium leads the nationwide effort to connect informal science education centers to the formal science educational system. The Exploratorium also plays a major leadership role in the international Association of Science Technology Centers by creatively conceiving, designing and testing exhibits that are adopted by many other museums through its Exhibit Services division and through professional publications for museum staff. 

The intent of this agreement is that NOAA and the Exploratorium will work together to develop projects that assist NOAA in meeting the America COMPETES Act and that simultaneously assist the Exploratorium in meeting the mandates of its charter.  

Project development and planning work will be carried out with equitable apportionment of costs, and once every two years a single implementing agreement will detail the resource commitments that will be devoted to the development of specific projects.  When project ideas have been developed adequately, a detailed plan for implementation and execution of each project will be described in a separate implementing agreement that will be attached to this document.  For purposes of implementation and execution, each project will be described in a separate implementing agreement.

This collaborative work is necessary and essential to further the mission of the Department of Commerce in that it will enable NOAA to quickly initiate, develop, produce and deploy to the public education, outreach and communications products and services using a proven method and developing an understanding of how to improve NOAA’s methods of producing such products in the future as is called for in the America COMPETES Act.  

IV.  MUTUAL INTEREST OF THE PARTIES
This set of activities is of mutual interest to the parties.  They will allow NOAA to explore new education models that support NOAA’s mandate to educate the public about the earth system, and they will allow the Exploratorium to make further progress in its chartered mission and its movement to demonstrate the “museum as education center.”  

V.  RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE PARTIES
Both NOAA and the Exploratorium each agree to perform the following general activities in support of the joint educational projects:

a. Provide senior personnel to lead and coordinate a Visioning Council.  The Visioning Council will meet annually at a minimum to review progress on all project development, planning and implementation work described in implementing agreements, and to look forward to consider new development activities.  All development activities will be described in a single implementing agreement, renewed every two years at a minimum.

b. Provide staff time and resources as appropriate to enable an implementation team(s) to conduct the work, and track and report progress.  The implementation team(s) will meet quarterly or as needed to assure coordination and progress.  The specific amount of staff time and resources to be committed to development and execution of collaborative projects will be detailed in attached implementing agreement(s).

NOAA agrees to provide the following specific staff support:
· A co-project manager as a central point of contact and coordinator for all NOAA activities under this agreement.  

The Exploratorium agrees to provide the following specific staff support:
· A co-project manager as a central point of contact and coordinator for all Exploratorium activities under this agreement.  

VI.  CONTACTS
NOAA Technical Contact:


Dr. Alexander E. MacDonald

Deputy Assistant Administrator for Labs and Cooperative Institutes 

Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research

Silver Spring Metro Center, Bldg 3

1315 East-West Highway 

Silver Spring, MD 20910

Phone: 301-713-2458
Fax:   301-713-0163

E-mail:  alexander.e.macdonald@noaa.gov

NOAA Administrative Contact:

Josephine C. Novosel

Management Analyst 

Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research 
325 Broadway, R/PSD

Boulder, Co  80305-3337

Phone:  303-497-6588

Fax:  303-497-7287

E-mail:  josephine.c.novosel@noaa.gov
(note DUNS Number 162008767)

Exploratorium Technical Contact:

Dr. Robert Semper

Executive Associate Director and Director of Programs 

Exploratorium

3601 Lyon Street

San Francisco, CA 94123 

Phone: 415-561-0318 

Fax: 415-561-0307 

E-mail: rsemper@exploratorium.edu
Exploratorium Administrative Contact: 
Laura Zander

Chief Operating Officer 

Exploratorium 

3601 Lyon Street 

San Francisco, CA 94123 

Phone:  415-561-0345 

fax : 415-561-0307 

E-mail: lzander@exploratorium.edu
      
(note DUNS Number 074626185)
The parties agree that if there is a change regarding the information in this section, the party making the change will notify the other party in writing of such change.

VII.  PERIOD OF AGREEMENT AND MODIFICATION/TERMINATION
This agreement will become effective when signed by all parties.  The agreement will terminate 10 years from date of signing, but may be amended at any time by mutual consent of the parties. The parties will review this agreement at least once every two years to determine whether it should be revised, renewed or canceled.
Any party may terminate this agreement by providing 180 days written notice to the other party.  In the event this agreement is terminated, each party shall be solely responsible for the payment of any expenses it has incurred, unless there are specific agreements to the contrary detailed in an attached implementing arrangement.  This agreement is subject to the availability of funds.

VIII.  OTHER PROVISIONS
Should disagreement arise on the interpretation of the provisions of this agreement, or amendments and/or revisions thereto, that cannot be resolved at the operating level, the area(s) of disagreement shall be stated in writing by each party and presented to the other party for consideration.  If agreement on interpretation is not reached within thirty days, the parties shall forward the written presentation of the disagreement to respective higher officials for appropriate resolution.

Under the Inspector General Act of 1978, as amended, 5 USC App. 3, a review of this agreement may be conducted at any time.  The Inspector General of the Department of Commerce, or any of his or her duly authorized representatives, shall have access to any pertinent books, documents, papers and records of the parties to this agreement, whether written, printed, recorded, produced, or reproduced by any mechanical, magnetic or other process or medium, in order to make audits, inspections, excerpts, transcripts, or other examinations as authorized by law.

 A.  Publicity
Any materials or statements offered to inform the public of the nature of this collaborative work, or to promote the existence of the work and the parties, shall only be released to the public upon the mutual agreement of the parties.

B.  Eligibility 

Because the Department of Commerce is a Federal agency which holds the trust of the American citizens, the Department must avoid any appearance of impropriety, preferential treatment, discriminatory action or inaction, or other activities that could lead to justifiable public criticism or otherwise undermine the faith of the American people in their Government.  Accordingly, by signing this agreement, the partner warrants that any information about the partner, its employees, or its activities which is inconsistent with the above-mentioned principles has been explained to the appropriate Department of Commerce officials.  Failure to disclose such information, or upon the Department’s learning of such information, the Department may immediately terminate this agreement without further recourse by the Partner.

VIIII.  APPROVALS
By signing and dating, each of the authorized officials below approves this agreement on behalf of their organization.

_____________________________________________​_______

Mary M. Glackin





Date
Deputy Under Secretary for Oceans and Atmosphere

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce

1401 Constitution Ave. NW

Washington, DC 20230
____________________________________________________
Dr. Dennis M. Bartels





Date
Executive Director 

Exploratorium

3601 Lyon Street

San Francisco, CA 94123 
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