NOAA Education Council – January 2008
Agenda

1:00
Welcome/Opening Remarks
1:10
Ocean Kiosk Update-- Mike Shelby & Carol Kavanaugh 
1:40
Education Plan Update –Marlene Kaplan
1:50
Coastal Integration Project & Logic Model – Laurie McGilvray, Ginger Hinchcliff, Lindy Dickerson
2:40
Coalition on the Public Understanding of Science (COPUS) – Holly Menninger & Sheri Potter
3:00
Metadata Working Group Report – Jon Lilley
3:30
Updates & Announcements
4:00
Adjourn
 
Attendance

In person: Louisa Koch (LK – Chair), Karen Eason (KE), Jen Faught (JF), Ron Gird (RG), Jennifer Hammond (JH), Molly Harrison (MH), Atziri Ibanez (AI), Liza Johnson (LJ), Marlene Kaplan (MK), Susan Kennedy (SK), Mike Liffmann (ML), Jon Lilley (JL), Miguel Lugo (ML), Carrie McDougall (CMc), Dan Pisut (DP), Jacqueline Rousseau (JR), Stacey Rudolph (SR), Sarah Schoedinger (SS), Peg Steffen (PS), Kate Thompson (KT), Sharon Walker (SW), Carla Wallace (CW), Marci Wulff (MW), 
On the phone: Nina Jackson (NJ), John McLaughlin (JM) 
Guests: Lindy Dickerson (LD), Ginger Hinchcliff (GH), Brandon Howe (BH), Laurie McGilvray (LM), Holly Menninger (HM) Mike Shelby (MS)
Actions

	Who
	Action
	Due

	All
	Review PPI draft plan when available and send comments to JF
	

	All
	Anyone with education programs or products that might be tied into Hazard Resiliency let GH & MK know
	

	All
	Pass on any additional information to COPUS that may be of use for the 2009 Year of Science
	


Discussion

Welcome/Opening Remarks 
· Jon Lilley leaving us to return to University of Delaware to finish his Ph.D.
· Liza Johnson will also be returning to school – Marci Wulff will serve as her replacement for now.
· Please review the SAB report, folks can weigh in individually – we are not going to have a coordinated NOAA response.
Ocean Kiosk Update – Mike Shelby 
MS presented the software fro the Ocean kiosk as well as an example of the touch screen.
· Are looking for folks from Ed Council to provide content on this where appropriate. There will be a content meeting on 1/30/08 at 9am in SSMC4 9th floor multi-media room for those interested.
· RG – can non-NOAA content be included on the kiosk? MS – yes, if we feel it is appropriate. LK – have talked with Ray Ban at the Weather Channel and they are interested but need to decide what to make available. Suggested getting together in Atlanta or next week in New Orleans. RG to talk to Ray Ban to ensure we get the best ocean literacy content available. DP suggested including Bob Sears or Skip Theberge; CMc suggested John Brooks or Tom Cox (NOAA’s Ocean Media Center) for high-def video; RG suggested Dave Smith (AMS); JR suggested including some of our academic partners. 

· KT – how is inputting content going to work? However you want it to work – submittal from anyone but MS’s shop does the upload and video.  Each LO needs to establish a clearance process and ensure material is vetted for accuracy.
· AI – can we connect for live feed? 9/28 is EstuaryLive – may have funding so could connect with kiosk. MS – no live feed on kiosk per Smithsonian rules, static feeds okay though. CMc – AI may want to talk to Fred Gorell (OEx) about this. LK – is it possible to extract pieces from Estuary Live to submit to MS as a static feed?

· MK – is an evaluation plan for the kiosk? MS – Besides the CELC proposal there is no funding for evaluation. MK – could look for synergies with SOS evaluations
· AI – is there room in the kiosk for games? Short games-under 3 minutes would be very welcome
· The 8” high ticker tape is another option for content.  The Smithsonian has the lead on that and NEEF has said that they would be okay with including Earth Gauge material. SW – Earth Gauge is working on set of 365 ocean literacy related earth day messages, currently up to 82. Some of these will be national and can be used in any region.
· CM – will we able to display NOAA logs & credits? MA – yes, can include whatever we want – logos, web addresses – into the script for each kiosk video. 
Education Plan Update – Marlene Kaplan
MK presented the most updated findings of the Education Plan and asked for input
· NJ will co-chair the Workforce group with ML
· MK requested thoughts on stakeholder input? Do we need to do the federal register notice to solicit input? CMc – how are we funding stakeholder input? MK – it would have to come out of our office but we are not funding travel, perhaps hold a meeting around CHOW? Could hold an online forum – agreed that in-person would be preferable. SK – communications office is creating a database of stakeholders that might be helpful.

· Some concern over work requirement for responding to comments from the FRN. SK – okay to send out a generic ‘thank you for comments’ email. LK – publishing in the Federal Register will ensure we reach a large audience.
· Thoughts regarding presenting plan at upcoming meetings? RG – could have a sidebar session at the broadcasters meeting. SW – upcoming IOOS Regional Association meetings might be another venue 

· MK – PPI to update NOAA’s Strategic Plan and send out to councils for comment in next few days, Idea is to do a small update now and then, when new administration comes in, we will have more substantial update. Environmental literacy  is still a cross cutting theme.
ACTION:
All to review PPI draft plan when available and send comments to JF
Coastal Integration Project & Logic Model – Laurie McGilvray, Ginger Hinchcliff & Lindy Dickerson 
LM, GH & LD presented the Coastal Integration Project logic model and discussed how it relates to the Bennett/TOPS model.
· GH requested feedback from the Council.  CSC has been working on implementation, broadening the model to include NMFS and the Office of Habitat; how can we incorporate education and outreach?  For programs that might tie to coastal communities and natural hazards please think about three things:
1. Current/future program efforts that work toward outcomes

2. Is there a way to incorporate this logic model or other logic models in the education plan?

3. How can this help respond to the SAB recommendations or external panels about being more engaged?

· RG – NWS has two programs, StormReady and TsunamiReady – in order to work at the local level have to include the emergency managers. Chris Meyer is the program manager here in NOAA headquarters.
· LK – Components such as Sea Grant, NWS, Sanctuaries, NERRS, other pieces of Fisheries, NMAO, and NESDIS are all data feeds for the effort, not sure if they are front line or more sources. From the Council, new needs to be explored.- suggestion to GH to include more K-12 or public education. GH – K-12 and public level is rolled up so can’t separate those two out. Instead we say programs directed to public

· MK – statements reflect who was at the table at the time and education was not there but talked to David Kennedy and we’ll come back to determine what education piece looks like. We’re not limited by words on the page. Sense is that we have a lot of material out there in resilient coastal communities. 

· RG – could include Hurricane Awareness Week. What should be the public’s response? Stay out of harms way in the event of a hurricane etc? GH – getting outcomes on the table, how connections should be working what they have to do and who they have to reaching order to do this. Incredibly valid information if connected to other pieces

· NJ – did you think about separating out communications and education for messaging etc? GH – absolutely, we may have many things separated out but for ease of understanding we started out by grouping them at a higher level
· KT – concern that this always looks so good on paper but when real hazards happen, it doesn’t work  ex: planning in the bubble for safe seas in SF but when  it happens in real life it is not well done. Engaging the partners in this is also very important. GH – this is a planning tool and we did talk about FEMA’s role. What we are trying to do here is more adaptation as opposed to response.

· KT – cities, towns, etc are supposed to act and at those sites their responsibility is to protect those resources. How are counties, cities, etc brought together in this planning process? LM – part of is that we have heavy influence on the left side and we, as NOAA, can only influence so much, there is a definite transfer of knowledge & skill that needs to happen. Hopefully prepared communities come back more quickly from a disaster. MK – game plan is just to focus outreach extension programs within communities.
· SW – Sea Grant is working with NERRS in Rookery Bay and communities on harmful algal blooms to understand warnings.  But how does the average citizen understand who is involved and then get involved with FEMA or the correct group? We need to do a better job to help the general public understand how to be more resilient. We have to then connect workshops with state governments or federal agencies to work together to have communications and evacuation plan. LM – putting in place things to reduce the outcome of the disaster. What are we doing well in advance? And what is our role in that?

· GH – need to think about and look at this more. How are your programs involved and are there ways in which this be a model to use to respond to SAB?

· AI – need to think about how to flesh this out a little better for the K-12 element or logic model to logic model. If we really want to get to literacy it would be better to help understand how the pieces are coming together. GH – we have this at one scale but would want more specifics for education.  Encourage folks that already have reps to be part of implementation.
· LK – Had a session at the SES summit  on education/outreach and have met with MK and the outreach group. Agreed to run an “engagement” pilot in Gulf around the hazard resilient coastal communities and MM had ideas of what sanctuaries might bring.
ACTION
Anyone with education programs or products that might be tied into Hazard Resiliency let GH & MK know.
Coalition on the Public Understanding of Science (COPUS) – Holly Menninger & Sheri Potter 
American Institute of Biological Sciences (AIBS) has declared 2009 the Year of Science. COPUS currently has 173 members (including NOAA Education). Question of whether NOAA should use the Year of Science as it’s theme for 2009? (As we did for IPY and Corals).
· PS – will there be coordinated campaign to public? HM – yes, currently have a  website and would like to move forward with public marketing approach if funding becomes available. The campaign will have a national and North American element  but the international component will just be on the web. The Year of Science is not really as popular on an international level except in England where they are celebrating Darwin anniversary with the Beagle Project.
· RG – do you have an affiliation with the American Geological Institute? They have a meeting in September. RG – what about Earth Day? HM – would like to work with them as well.
· CMc – Discovery Communications/Channel, could probably get them involved, should contact the President of Discovery Communications. For Smithsonian, you should take it to the castle level. Could also talk to the Smithsonian Environmental Research Center.
· HM – please feel free to get in touch with us about any additional information that you might need.
· General agreement about being involved in the Year of Science – Corals and NERRS need to check back with program before committing.

ACTION
Council members to pass on any additional information to COPUS that may be of use for the 2009 Year of Science.
Metadata Working Group Report – Jon Lilley 
Ultimate goal is for an online searchable database of NOAA education materials for the revamped education website but we need the metadata before we can produce the search engine.
· PS – the NOAA education website doesn’t have search engine currently so would be good to just even have a basic one for education product materials? JL – putting a basic search function on the website should be fairly easy to do.

· CMc – what do we define as an education project material? There is no way we can hope to encompass everything that is relevant to a particular topic that is why we decided to limit it to formal lesson plans and then have links to those other activities such as data visualization etc. 

· SW – could we create a template for curricular materials from this point forward? LK – we can’t develop the website fully this year (due to current budget) but if we had a template at least we would be moving in the right direction. AI – could we clarify what is meant by a template? JL – the working group could come up with a few options and report back to the Council.
· Agreed to keep moving with metadata development, to add a basic search function to the existing NOAA Education website, and to design a template for online lesson plans.
Updates & Announcements

PS
Anyone interested in working with her on Beagle project? Can talk about in February-part of voyage on east. coast. Also o or die for NSTA does anyone have money to put in funding pipeline by 2/20?
CMc
Last week ran review panel for spherical display – Council will see email from her sometime this week to provide comment.
AI
Working to get Estuary 101 curriculum out. Will include earth science, physical science, and life science – due end of the month. Also plan to launch 2008 estuaries game.
LJ
IYOR official launch is next week and VADM will speak.
KE
Taking over as EGT rep from JF.
DP
Will have a Hollings scholar this summer. If people have specific need for content let DP know as he is looking for projects for the student to work on.
JL
So long and thanks for the memories.
Bennett Model Workshop: February 14-15, Room TBC

Next Council Meeting: March 19, Room 10836 SSMC3

List of Commonly Used Acronyms

AMP

Annual Management Plan

AMS

American Meteorological Society

AOP

Annual Operating Plan

BWET

Bay Watershed Education & Training

CIO

Chief Information Officer

CMRP

Coastal & Marine Resources Program
CSC

Coastal Services Center

DOC

Department of Commerce

EGT

Ecosystem Goal Team

ELG

Environmental Literacy Grants

ERP

Ecosystem Research Program
ESS

Earth System Science

FACA

Federal Advisory Committee Act

FFO

Federal Funding Opportunity

IOOS

Integrated Ocean Observing System

IWG

Interagency Working Group

LO

Line Office

NAS

National Academies of Science

NCLB

No Child Left Behind

NSTC

National Science and Technology Council

NEC

NOAA Executive Council

NEP

NOAA Executive Panel

NERRS
National Estuarine Research Reserve System

NMAO

NOAA Marine & Aviation Operations

NSES

National Science Education Standards

OAR

Oceanic & Atmospheric Research

OEd

Office of Education

OEx

Office of Ocean Exploration

OMB

Office of Management & Budget

PART

Program Assessment Rating Tool

PD

Professional Development

PPBES
Planning Programming Budget Execution System

PPI

Program Planning & Integration

RFP

Request for Proposals

SAB

Science Advisory Board

SGEN

Sea Grant Educators Network

USCOP
U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy
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