NOAA Education Council – April 2008
Agenda

1:00
Welcome/Opening Remarks 

1:10
COPUS- Louisa Koch (decisional)

1:20
AMS 2009 Session – P.Brahma/D.Smith (input requested)  

1:35     E-Lit Working Group Updates – J. McLaughlin (discussion) 

2:10    Workforce Working Group Updates – M. Lugo (discussion)

2:45
SAB Response - M. Kaplan (input requested)

3:00    Mini Grant update – (Introduction by S. Schoedinger) -  Y.Swimmer & S. Fisler (informational)

3:30
Updates & Announcements

4:00
Adjourn
 
Attendance

In person: Louisa Koch (LK – Chair), Chris Donovan (CD), Karen Eason (KE), Jen Faught (JF), Ron Gird (RG), Molly Harrison (MH), Nina Jackson (NJ), Marlene Kaplan (MK), Paula Keener Chavis (PKC), Jamie Krauk (JK),  Miguel Lugo (ML), John McLaughlin (JM), Liz McMahon (LM), Christos Michalopoulos (CM), Bruce Moravchik (BM), Frank Niepold (FN), Bronwen Rice (BR), Jacqueline Rousseau (JR), Stacey Rudolph (SR), Peg Steffen (PS), Sharon Walker (SW), Carla Wallace (CW), 
On the phone: Atziri Ibanez (AI), Sarah Schoedinger (SS), Shannon Sprague (SS)
Guests: Shara Fisler (SF), David Smith (DS), Priti Brahma (PB), Yonat Swimmer (YS) 
Actions

	Who
	Action
	Due

	PKC
	to work with web coordinator for COPUS so have one NOAA page and linked pages to individual programs
	

	Ed Council
	For AMS:  please send your ideas for the AMS symposium areas to Priti by 4/25 -Priti to send out reminder email asking for the input and specific as to what she wants


	4/25

	Ed Council
	Send comments on working group presentations to Miguel (for workforce) and John M (for e-lit)
	4/25


Discussion

Arrivals – Louisa Koch
· Jamie Krauk joining us from the Office of Communications and is part of the Com-com, part of our efforts to work collaboratively and about how NOAA should communicate, Bob Hansen is our rep to the Com-com which meets the 3rd Tuesday of every month-be great to have an alternate

· Doria Grimes replacing Janice Beatty with NOAA Library
NEP updates – Louisa Koch

Louisa briefed the Ed council on the NEP/NEC brief and strategies for the transition to the new administration.  New strategy is to address coastal issues and ocean issues separately rather than lumping under the larger topic of ecosystems
COPUS – Louisa Koch (Decisional)
NOAA has joined this coalition in support of “2009 Year of Science” in addition to “International Polar Year” and “Year of the Reef”
· Council voted to adopt this as an Education Council Theme
· NOS participating in additional activities that support this

· NESDIS/NWS/Climate in support of this

· Can register on the website for your program/activities although comments made that registering somewhat time consuming

· PKC to work with web coordinator for COPUS so NOAA can have one page and linked pages to individual program

· Anyone wishing to submit information please send it to JF and we will work to have it included.
AMS 2009 Session – Priti Brahma/David Smith (Input Requested)

Group discussion for American Meteorological Society (AMS) Meeting in January 2009 to be held in Phoenix, AZ.  Education council agreed to participate in joint educational symposium with presentations designed to inform the scientific community on what is going on in the world of education and how scientists and educators can collaborate to enhance literacy. Information was presented so that education council can decide the best scope of topics for AMS.  Abstracts for this are due August 1.

· Please send input and topic ideas to Priti Brahma

· Priti will compile suggested ideas and then get back to the group to discuss

· Action Item: 

Anyone interested please send your ideas to Priti by 4/25 -Priti to send out reminder email asking for the input and specific as to what she wants

Timeline for Ed Plan Development – M. Kaplan (informative)

· April and May – Continue draft development

· May 21 – Ed Council review of Ed Plan Outline

· June 9 – Draft of Ed Plan to Ed Council for review

· June 18 – Ed Council meeting for review of Ed Plan

· June 30 – August 15 - Public comment period 

· September 1 – Near final draft with comments incorporated to Ed Council

· September 17 – Ed Council final review of Ed Plan

· September 30 – Ed Plan finalized and published

E-Lit Working Group Updates – J. McLaughlin (Discussion)

Discussion of working group’s progress.  There was some discussion of performance measures vs. performance indicators. Group is in favor of developing performance indicators because measures are premature before actual plan is developed.  Some discussion of place based no longer being listed as an outcome, but strategy.  Explanation is that working group feels it is stronger to highlight the work and investment in this across the outcomes. Some of the strongest education mandates involve place-based education, important that we don’t lose this point.
Action Item:  Send comments to Miguel by Friday, April 25. 

Workforce Working Group Updates – M. Lugo (Discussion)

Discussion of working group’s progress.  Working group noted many good connections to Goal one and need to mention them in narrative part of the plan.  Definitions of diversity and underrepresentation may need to be explored further. Also, suggestion for changes in wording to ensure “use of NOAA science in the workforce outside of NOAA” included.

Action Item:  Send comments to Miguel by Friday, April 25. 

SAB Response– M. Kaplan (Input Requested)

Discussion on latest steps in process.  Will present structure to the NEP on July 10-DUS supports approach in principle.  5% time of engagement-have we adopted this? Don’t want to tell everyone have to do that but we haven’t figured out how to suggest folks aggregating time to do this and want to involve LO’s and encourage people to go to ex: sea grant extension community or other communities.  PPI to represent that whole structure of regional teams. The role of the steering committee and the committee engages is in our document-LK has seat on that steering committee so tying our Ed council input into that back and forth thru LK.  LK action item-NEP brief will come through Ed Council before goes to NEP-Council will have opportunity to provide feedback to MK.
Grants Follow up – S. Schoedinger (Informational) 

Discussion on progress reports for grants. For Ed Council to have access to reports on environmental literacy grants and progress-if there are particular projects that you want to learn about lessons learned, get in touch with Sarah and Carrie.  The eventual plan is to overhaul the grants section of our website to better articulate a list of projects with PI and $ amt and highlight lessons learned/outputs/outcomes.  We are hoping to fill that out in 5-6 months on website but it will be incremental because we don’t have staff time right now to do that.  The link to access information on grants is as follows:
http://www.oesd.noaa.gov/elg_projects.html
Mini Grant update –  Y.Swimmer & S. Fisler (Informational)

Presentation on a program funded through a NOAA environmental literacy grant.  Aquatic Adventures provides tuition free experiential learning programs in San Diego. Sea the Future of Science (SFOS) is designed to address the lack of exposure to high- quality informal science and environmental opportunities among underserved youth, particularly new immigrant youth and youth of color. 
Updates & Announcements

· MH: strategic planning in NMFS to get a program going-meeting face to face in September

· JK:  will provide updates from com com with regularity. MK and she have talked about communications plan and what is actual useful tool.  Would like to hear from individual educators that are interested in helping establish connections with communicators and educators. 

· PS: NOS education launched new website and nautical charts activity-teacher guide to come later; climate change conference with Sally Ride Science at NOAA Science Center in July-registration now open.  Main portions of conference (that happen in NOAA Science Center) will be webcast and archived.  Peg to send to education council electronic flyer. NOS education page has all the details-can attend remotely for free

· NJ: IGOR in July-OAR is going to have second life, magic planet will be there; NWS to be there too; hoping to have 500-1000 children in attendance

· SW: Sea grant Education Survey may go to all of Sea grant network to find out what everyone is doing-evaluation and gap analysis-help from AI-survey to go out next week.

· MK: ORRAP  brief and they are interested in portfolio and education plan
· LK:  AGM discuss yesterday-where is ICOS army going to go in next administration-NOAA needs to sell this to next administration
· SW: added that would be helpful to have better infrastructure to transfer $ between agencies

· PKC:  Okeanos Explorer should be in final phase II conversion to arrive in Seattle-things moving along. Immersion presents-workable plan

· FN: Climate trying to be responsive to transition issues-multi-tiered approach from national all way down to NOAA education strategy/structure.  FN briefing CCSP and a lot of key agencies involved-to build strong force.  NSF wants to do pretty bold things and sees NOAA as key partner.

· BR: thank you to everyone for spreading the word on the BWET funding announcements
· CM: Science summit in New York attended by LK, CM, SS, and CM- LK presented. Very important effort to put the attention on science education. Newt Gingrich was in attendance and stated that the state of science education is a threat to the U.S. second only to terrorism.  There was a push for common science standards. NOAA already has ocean and climate literacy so we can play key role in science educators.  They are targeting efforts in products and services that reach audience best-maybe we need to do Second Life; for us partnerships are key-schools/academy cannot do on own-NOAA/NASA/NSF to be involved-hope to be captured in proceedings; There was some mention of them wanting to host presidential debate on science education initiatives after democratic nominations

Upcoming Council Meetings:

May 21

June 18

PAGE  
6

