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Goal Statement
An environmentally literate public developed through improved lifelong education in “NOAA-related” fields

Supporting Narrative
Environmental literacy is a process of lifelong learning about the environments influence on you and your influence on the environment. An environmentally literate person has a fundamental understanding of the systems of the natural world, the relationships and interactions between the living and non-living environment, and is able to understand and utilizes scientific evidence to make informed decisions regarding environmental problems that involve scientific evidence, uncertainty, as well as economic, aesthetic, and ethical considerations. 
NOTE: We plan to add the following components when we expand on the above narrative: 1) a stewardship component; 2) a discussion of working within the educational system and ultimately influencing this system; 3) definitions for “free-choice” and “place-based”; 4) plans for integrating more experiential learning (possibly citing language from No Child Left Inside); and 5) discussion of virtual platforms. 

Outcomes and Strategies
Outcome 1
NOAA education programs are based on a body of knowledge about effective science and environmental education. 
strategy a. utilize educational research practices to inform the development and implementation of education programs
strategy b. utilize educational research practices to assess programs 

strategy c. contribute to educational research about effective science and environmental education

Outcome 2

Educators understand and use current and emerging “NOAA-related” literacy principles 
strategy a. provide access to these principles
strategy b. training opportunities and products for educators to incorporate place-based experiences into their curricula based on literacy principles
strategy c. partner with external groups to integrate literacy principles into state and national standards, and curricula, assessments, and teacher certification
Outcome 3
Educators and students use “NOAA-related” data in evidence-based activities, as well as in place-based activities, to understand Earth Systems, utilize critical thinking, and make informed decisions regarding the environment and its resources.

strategy a. implement professional development 

strategy b. provide access to  data through multiple platforms (user appropriate)

strategy c. partner with external groups for integration 
Outcome 4
Lifelong learners are provided with informal science education opportunities 
strategy a. free-choice learning programs present current ocean and atmospheric content
strategy b. partner with museums, aquariums, and other informal science centers

strategy c. utilize virtual platforms 
strategy d. engage citizen science networks 
strategy e. provide place-based experiences that increase understanding of ocean and atmosphere principles

Outcome 5 (From Engagement Working Group)
NOAA promotes environmental literacy across a continuum of coordinated activities from education to communications.  

strategy a. Coordinate and leverage education, extension, external training, outreach and communications programs to engage all NOAA audiences to promote environmental literacy that ultimately leads to informed decision making

strategy b. Adopt the Kellogg Test for engagement

strategy c. Develop regional pilot engagement strategies around key issues

