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NOS enthusiastically supports this plan and looks forward to its approval.


Bill Corso, Deputy Assistant Administrator

NOAA Ocean Service

NESDIS has no comments on the NOAA Education Strategic Plan.  We support the two goals and the various objectives as listed in the plan.  NESDIS' overall communications effort is in line with the plan's proposal.

Charles Baker, Deputy Assistant Administrator

NESDIS

The Climate Goal review focused on reviewing how well the NOAA Education Strategic Plan (ESP) meshes with our draft strategy for a National Climate Service (NCS) and planning efforts in FY11-15.  Overall, we are pleased to see that the ESP meets the strategic objectives outlined in the NCS strategy and our outyear planning very well.

Krisa Arzayus, Division Chief, Program and Planning Division

NOAA Climate Program Office

General Public Comments:

Thank you for the opportunity to review the NOAA draft ‘Education Strategic Plan.’ This is a timely document, it is carefully written, and it lays out a reasonable approach for developing a more informed citizenry along the nation’s coasts – citizens who can become actively engaged in critical actions to help sustain the coastal communities and marine ecosystems.

Karl E, Havens, Ph.D.

Professor and Director

Florida Sea Grant College Program

University of Florida

I am writing to register comments on the draft of the NOAA Education Strategic Plan. It is an impressive statement and describes bold and much needed vision for improving environmental literacy and stewardship.

Tom Bowman

Bowman Design Group

Signal Hill, CA

I am very impressed with the focus, content and breadth of the Draft plan.

Stephan, Jeffrey R.

United Fishermen's Marketing Association, Inc.

Kodiak, AK

Overall, this is terrific, well-thought through and in general comprehensive...
Mark S. McCaffrey

Science Communications

CIRES Education  & Outreach

University of Colorado- Boulder

I was excited to see your draft plan and can tell that this has taken a lot effort on the part of your agency

Eileen Tramontana,, Education and Volunteer Manager

St. Johns River Water Management District

Palatka, FL 

I have read the 14 July 2008 draft of “NOAA’s Education Strategic Plan”. In general I find the plan comprehensive and, if sufficient resources are made available, should give significant direction that will remedy many of the deficiencies in environmental literacy currently observed among the populace.

Stephen A, Bortone, Ph.D

Director, Minnesota Sea Grant College Program

University of Minnesota, Duluth

I applaud NOAA for its vision in crafting a comprehensive education policy and making education a priority in the organization.  Informed citizens are a critical requirement for both stewardship of our oceans and for crafting a sustainable future for our planet.  
Dr. Anthony F. Michaels, Managing Director
Proteus Environmental Technologies

Los Angeles, CA  

Congratulations on an excellent draft of the new NOAA Education Strategic Plan! It seems quite comprehensive and far reaching for addressing a wide variety of needs for all ages of learners, with a very timely focus on workforce development too. As an educational researcher and evaluator, I was pleased to see the specific emphasis on encouraging that NOAA education programs be informed by educational research.

Kristina O. Bishop, EdD, MBA, Academic Director

The College of Exploration

Potomac Falls, VA 

On behalf of our firm, I wish to thank NOAA for offering the Education Plan for public comment. It is inspiring to see the governmental process reaching out to the public forum where the “end users” of government plans and policy exist.

Ronald Andrew Raymond
President/CEO, Spectrum Subsea International, Ltd.

Bellingham, WA
The plan is well thought out and is aware of the importance of including stakeholders throughout the educational systems of our nation.  I think that the plan will involve many components of Earth Science education in our country. 
Margaret F. Boorstein, Ph.D.

Co-Chair, Campus Outcomes Assessment Committee

Professor of Geography and Department Chair

Earth and Environmental Science Department

C.W. Post Campus of Long Island University

Brookville, NY

The NOAA Draft Education Strategic Plan is concise and very well written.  It addresses the needs of many diversified constituents.  My hope is that in implementing this Strategic Plan classroom teachers will be brought in to help bring the stated objectives into reality.
Mellie Lewis, G.T. Resource Teacher
Howard County Public School System

Overall NAML feels that this draft document is one of the most comprehensive and thoughtful pieces of federal planning work developed to date and provides the following summary:

· The document is very well written and captures the salient points of many meeting reports and documents that have been produced in the past few years.  

· The Plan is well grounded in need for STEM education, workforce development needs for national competitiveness, legislative authorities etc.

· The document also finally addresses workforce, demographic shifts, and diversity as a central element of the plan rather than at the bottom of a priority list or in an 'other goals' category.

Ivar G. Babb

Director, National Undersea Research Center for the North Atlantic and Great Lakes

President, Northeast Association for Marine and Great Lakes Laboratories 

University of Connecticut

Groton, CT
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