Good Afternoon Council Members-

The National Assessment Governing Board (NAGB) and American College Testing (ACT) are looking for outstanding science educators and professionals to set national standards for science in grades 4, 8, and 12.  ACT is an independent, not-for-profit organization that provides more than a hundred assessment, research, information, and program management services in the broad areas of education and workforce development. ACT’s contract with NAGB is to set achievement levels for the 2009 National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) science assessment.  

Education Council members are invited to nominate outstanding individuals with science expertise to participate in one of two standard setting studies tentatively scheduled for October 7-11, 2009 and January 27-31, 2010.  Nominees should be representative of all segments of our nation, and as such, Council Members are encouraged to nominate teachers, non-teacher educators, and members of the general public who you think will make a significant contribution to the national achievement level setting process.  Teachers should be current 4th, 8th, or 12th grade science teachers.  Non-teacher educators may include curriculum specialists and other administrative school personnel with knowledge of curriculum and policy issues concerning science instruction for 4th, 8th, or 12th grade students.  Members of the general public may include school board members, members of local Chambers of Commerce, parents of 4th, 8th, or 12th grade students, and business persons or professionals who use science in their work. You may nominate up to four candidates in each category.  If you meet the qualifications for serving as a panelist in our study, you are invited to nominate yourself. For each of your nominees, please provide a brief explanation of how each person is familiar with the subject matter and/or content area, and why you believe the candidate would be an "outstanding" panelist for setting national science standards.  To be considered for the October meeting, nominations must be submitted no later than March 31, 2009.  To be considered for the January meeting, nominations must be submitted no later than September 1, 2009.  Please submit your nominations directly to 

The National Assessment Governing Board (NAGB) and ACT both desire to have the best-qualified nominees serve as panelists.  To that end, they cannot guarantee that everyone who is nominated will be asked to serve, but every attempt will be made to be inclusive, so that all points of view are represented, and that the panelists represent a national perspective.

For detailed guidelines and information regarding ACT’s standard setting meetings, please visit their website (www.act.org/naepscience).  
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