ISSUE ASSESSMENT 
TITLE
NOAA’s Education Strategic Plan
DATE and TIME OF PRESENTATION
Virtual NEP/NEC review – November 5, 2008
ISSUE
The Education Council is seeking final approval on the revised NOAA Education Strategic Plan (Plan).  The Plan was drafted in response to the America COMPETES Act, which provides broad education authority to NOAA.  
DESIRED RESULT 
Approval of the NOAA Education Strategic Plan.
SPONSOR(S) AND/OR COUNCIL APPROVALS

Sponsored by Louisa Koch, Director of Education.  Approved by the NOAA Education Council.
KEY DISCUSSION POINTS
In 2007, the America COMPETES Act was passed into law.  This legislation provides NOAA a broad mandate to educate.  It authorizes NOAA to “conduct, develop, support, promote, and coordinate formal and informal educational activities at all levels to enhance public awareness and understanding of ocean, coastal, Great Lakes, and atmospheric science and stewardship by the general public and other coastal stakeholders, including underrepresented groups in ocean and atmospheric science and policy careers. In conducting those activities, the Administrator shall build upon the educational programs and activities of the agency.  

The Administrator, appropriate National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration programs, ocean atmospheric science and education experts, and interested members of the public shall develop a science education plan setting forth education goals and strategies for the Administration, as well as programmatic actions to carry out such goals and priorities over the next 20 years, and evaluate and update such plan every 5 years.”

The NOAA Education Strategic Plan was developed to set forth the 20 year goals and strategies called for in the America COMPETES Act.  
This Plan is the revision of the original draft submitted to the NEP on August 5, 2008.  This new version attempts to respond to the original comments of the NEP as well as over 700 comments generated from the Public Review process that was conducted concurrent with the NEP review.  The modifications to the Plan have been substantial both in format and content.  We feel this new version is more comprehensive, reflects well on the capabilities and strengths of NOAA, and has better strategic alignment with the goals, strategies and priorities of the Agency.
ALTERNATIVE ANALYSIS – None.  
DISSENTING VIEWS – None.  
DOC, OMB and CONGRESSIONAL VIEWS
The plan responds to guidance included in the America COMPETES Act.
