NOAA Education Council Meeting

Date/Time:
December 17, 2008 (1:00–4:00 pm)

Location:
SSMC3, Room 10836

Dial-in:
866.901.0711
Passcode:
8134683
Contact: Jen Faught 410.245.7055 (in case of telecom problems)

AGENDA

1:00
Welcome/Opening Remarks

1:10
Introduction - (Jen Faught, (filling in for M.Harrison/NMFS) 

NOAA @ Nauticus Partnership – A. Larkin/R. Johnson/A-M. Chapman (informational)
1:40
Okeanos Explorer Education Workshop Forum Overview– P. Keener-Chavis (informational) 
2:10
NOS Teacher Professional Development Website/NOAA WaterWays – P. Steffen (informational)


2:40
Updates & Announcements   

3:00 
Education Strategic Plan “Signing Party” – S. Storck 
Upcoming Council Meetings:

January 21, 2009

February 18, 2009

Attendance
In person: Louisa Koch (LK – Chair), Karen Eason (KE), Jennifer Faught (JF), Ron Gird (RG), Doria Grimes (DG), Atziri Ibanez (AI) Paula Keener-Chavis (PKC), Jennifer Hammond (JH), Susan Haynes (SH), Jamie Krauk (JK), Luis Leandro (LL), Paulo Maurin (PM), John McLaughlin (JM), Christos Michalopoulos (CM), Bronwen Rice (BR), Stacey Rudolph (SR), Peg Steffen (PS), Steve Storck (SSt), Sharon Walker (SW), Marci Wulff (MW)

On the phone:  Andrew Larkin (AL), Rolf Johnson (RJ), Annmarie Chapman (AC), Carrie McDougall (CM), Shannon Sprague (SSP), Michiko Martin (MM)
Welcome & Opening Remarks
Introductions:  

· Welcome back to Christos!

· Welcome to Paulo Maurin who will be covering the Corals program while Marci Wulff is on maternity leave beginning in February 2009

General: 

· Jamie Krauk presented the Engagement Strategy to the NEP on December 4th.  This Strategy was well received and approved by the NEP.  Comments on the Strategy were accepted through 12/10.  This is Jamie’s last Education Council Meeting.  She will begin a detail with the Senate after the first of the year.  Congratulations to her and thank you for all of her hard work.

· The National Academy of Sciences Board on Science Education meetings to review NOAA education programs were held on December 11 & 12.  Atziri, Jacqueline, Marci, and Ron all provided presentations.  Thank you!

Administrative:

· Please note there is a new call in number for all Education Council meetings 866-901-0711 participant passcode 8134683 (Jen has also sent this out via email as well)

· The March Education Council meeting date has been changed.  It was originally scheduled for March 18 and has now been moved to March 11 so that it does not conflict with the NSTA conference

Congratulations: 

· To Steve Storck and everyone on the Council who has worked so hard on the Education Strategic Plan 

Jamie Krauk: Update on Engagement Strategy

Engagement Strategy was approved at the NEP briefing on December 4.  This engagement strategy will serve as an umbrella to knit together a number of items including education, extension, communications, training, outreach, and regional collaboration.  The next steps suggested by the NEP are to respond to the SAB on the engagement strategy in March 2009.  The Executive Committee on Engagement (ECE) will met one more time prior to the March briefing.  Louisa Koch, Laura Furgione, Anson Franklin, Jim Murray, and Laurie McGilvray all participate in the ECE.  They will present the Engagement Strategy to the ECE in March.  There were some changes made in the week the Engagement Strategy was left open for review and once changes are made and the DUS approves it, it will be posted on the Education Council website.  Items that were changed based on feedback include referencing the Kellogg Commission’s definition of education, and addressing what NOAA hopes to achieve by having an engagement strategy.  JK clarified that in the Engagement Report, when they refer to “managing the education council” what is meant is coordination and integration with the Education Council but not oversight of the Education Council.  The Engagement Strategy is meant to be an information sharing and dissemination mechanism, and this is not meant to imply that the ECE is suggesting making the Education Council the “Engagement Council.”

JK’s position in the Office of Communications is available as a one year detail to the Office of Communications.  LK will forward Anson’s request for assistance in filling Jamie’s position on to Education Council.  If you know anyone who is interested, please have them submit a writing sample and resume to Scott Smullen. 

Louisa Koch: December National Academy of Sciences update

Several Council members have been contacted by Michael Feder and other members of the NAS BOSE for additional information.  Please keep LK informed of any requests for information, etc.  
Council members asked for a status update on the 4 commission papers of the NAS committee.  The topics of the NAS committee papers include performance metrics and under representation.  There has been little information on the papers to date other than that the paper on under representation is the furthest along in development.
CM will be touching base with Michael Feder to catch up on progress and will pass along any information to JF to share with the Education Council.

NOAA@Nauticus– A. Chapman/R. Johnson/A.Larkin
AnnMarie Chapman, Rolf Johnson, and Andrew Larkin provided an update on the NOAA@Nauticus partnership.  NOAA @Nauticus focuses mainly on local Chesapeake Bay watershed issues.  NOAA@Nauticus is one of the premiere NOAA outreach and education venues in the country with a Science on a Sphere, a NOAA Education Resource Center, and NOAA exhibits from several line offices.  It is also the Virginia hub for the NOAA B-WET Chesapeake Program.  The presentation provided background information on the existing exhibits, the new Nauticus exhibit concept plan and the NOAA Education Resource Center at Nauticus.  In addition, presenters provided an overview of existing joint education programs (Blue Planet Forum, B-WET implementation, NOAA Science Camp) and new/proposed education programs (Chesapeake Live).  
Okeanos Explorer Education Workshop – P. Keener-Chavis
Paula Keener-Chavis introduced Commander Harris Halverson as the new director of the Okeanos Explorer program. She presented an overview of NOAA’s Ocean Explorer Program’s new Okeanos Explorer vessel capabilities and mission as well as the Okeanos Explorer Education workshop forum overview.  The vessel was commissioned in August 2008 and is designed to provide scientific information such as seafloor imagery and ocean data as well as to promote ocean science literacy and provide educational experiences through telepresence and live or near to live data and information about unexplored and/or poorly known areas of the ocean to students, teachers, and the general public.  
The Okeanos Explorer Education workshop 2 day forum was held following the vessel’s commissioning in August, with approximately 30 invited participants from all over the country attending. The goal of the Forum was to develop the building blocks for a 5-year education program for the Okeanos Explorer.  The workshop served as a needs assessment with the external community and once the report from this forum has been finalized in late spring, it will be shared with the Education Council.  Next steps include holding a workshop for internal NOAA groups to determine how NOAA can utilize the vessel and its capabilities. Further, the library would like to host PKC’s presentation as part of their lunchtime brown bag lectures.  The staff is currently working on equipment integration and then will be determining areas of exploration (i.e. water column, multi-beam, etc) and locations of upcoming cruises.  It has not yet been determined if the Okeanos staff will be attending the World Ocean Conference in Indonesia.  The home port for the Okeanos Explorer will most likely be on the East Coast but that specific location has yet to be determined.  Discussions of the real time data working group included equity in access, and the distillation and translation of data into an understandable format.  Council members are interested in the potential opportunity for NOAA programs to utilize the real time data interfaces.  There is the potential for the data visualization centers to utilize the data to create data stories and provide compelling data for classroom use.  Council members are encouraged to visit the command center which can be found in the NOAA Science Center.  Teacher at Sea is very excited to have teachers participate in Okeanos Explorer cruises possibly a year from now. 
NOS Teacher Professional Development – P. Steffen
Peg Steffen provided an overview of the NOAA Ocean Service education web site and the NOAA Waterways Project.  The NOAA Ocean Service education web site is a collection of high quality, multi-dimensional education tools developed by NOAA educators, scientists, writers and graphic artists. The website contains tutorials, case studies, middle and high school lesson plans and curricula, among other things.  The Web site is housed in the education section of the National Ocean Service Web site http://oceanservice.noaa.gov/education. All of the materials are free to use, download, and distribute. Many of the materials are also available on CD-ROM. However, the CD-ROM is not meant to be a substitute for the Web site.  It was developed for students and educators who may not have adequate internet access, or for educators that would like to download the materials onto computers in their classrooms or computer labs for student use. 
The NOAA Waterways Project is designed to promote and support the incorporation of ocean, coast and atmosphere science into classrooms. The project provides support for teachers to use problem-based learning scenarios in their curriculum. Teachers work with NOAA mentors during the school year on student investigations and the infusion of ocean literacy content.  Teachers are provided with professional development, access to NOAA scientists, and materials for their classes. Students are provided with an opportunity to showcase their project results during a student conference.  Student investigation challenges focus on the application of knowledge and to document the “journey” via technology tools or written journals.  The project currently has 9 teachers on its advisory board.  Council members asked how the needs assessments topics were determined.  They were provided by the teachers. The teachers in the program this past year were from Maryland and Virginia so the curriculum developed was tied to those standards.  RG asked if additional information such as a one pager and resources could be provided for the AMS conference.  He also invited PS to consider participating in the teacher workshop at WeatherFest 2010 in Atlanta.  
Updates & Announcements
AI:  First announcement: NERRS just held their national meeting and climate was a thematic focus area for the second year in a row as it is, and will continue to be, an important issue that impacts the Reserves.  The Reserves are working collectively on climate research stewardship and education especially in relation to sea level rise.  AI and FN are working together to map out a work plan of climate change topics and products and on a regional level how they can use the Reserves.  Second announcement: at the recent OCRM retreat meetings climate and coastal issues as they relate to overall NOAA priorities and how OCRM fits in to all of that were topics of conversation.  Third announcement: NERRS is excited to make the system wide monitoring data available to the education community.  Educators will be able to query the archived and real time monitoring data.  Phase one: the Reserves have a prototype available and are currently having teachers test it out.  Phase two will develop maps with reserve and watershed boundaries and include characteristics such as land use cover changes, impervious surfaces and population so that it can be used to interpret information from an estuary and watershed perspective.
MW: Corals is also focusing on climate change education on a national level with a focus on items such as ocean acidification and sea surface temperature

PS:  ACTION ITEM:  She needs files for the science sheets for NSTA.  The draft documents will be completed by January 8th.  If you promised Peg files or URLs, please send them to her ASAP.
JH:  First announcement:  4 Teachers at Sea are attending AGU and presenting their proposals with the NOAA scientist who assisted them with their proposals.  Second announcement:  In January, if anyone is interested in donating 6weeks of their time, OMAO is adopting Shepherd Elementary School and providing NOAA mentors to help students with their science fair projects.  The commitment is 1 hour a week to help with the student’s science fair project.  OMAO will host the science fair here at NOAA.  Please send Jennifer Hammond an email if you are interested in volunteering your time as a mentor.
DG:  Thank you for attending the Library’s holiday party.  The Library will be contacting more people for brown bags and would like to suggest that the NAS presentations be provided as brown bag lectures.
RG: The NWS merit badge initiative with the Boy Scouts of America is going well.  NWS is invited to their 2010 jamboree and will have every single merit badge represented at the jamboree.  LK suggested that he keep in touch with MH as she is the NOAA representative for Girl Scouts of America.
SW: First announcement:  Sea Grant is working on their Education Network Strategic Plan and Implementation Plan.  They just had placement week for the Knauss Fellows.  Second announcement: Laura Murray from the NAS committee asked SW to pull together Sea Grant’s teacher professional development programs.  SW will share this information with LK.  Third announcement:  half of the Sea Grant offices are involved in NOSB in February.  PKC and SW have been working on filling the COSEE educator position at Smithsonian’s Ocean Hall.  They have narrowed down the applicants to 3 finalists and have first choice.  They are trying to contact references before the holidays.  
PKC: OE was contacted by Laura Murray from NAS as well.
JK:  To follow up on the earlier announcements of climate change, the Office of Communication is developing a climate discussion from the engagement and communications plan perspective with a 60 to 90 day climate corporate communications tool kit.  They are putting together a number of internal and external tool kits for example the climate fact sheet, a climate 101 and a climate speaker’s bureau.  The CSD of NWS has been asking for information that they can use and so the Office of Communications is trying to be responsive to that.
BR: B-WET is getting ready to present the FY09 funding opportunities for the Northeast, Gulf of Mexico and the Pacific Northwest.  NOAA offices will host the regional programs and they are currently identifying offices to host it.  They have identified people to review the applications and then a panel will make a recommendation to LK so she can make a decision.  They hope to reach a decision by early February.
JM:  The Office of Education is publishing a funding opportunity in the December omnibus that will come out the end of this month.  This funding opportunity is for SOS exhibit updates.  These updates can either be physical updates to the exhibit or programming updates (i.e. content or adding audio tracks).  They highly recommend the use of partners to bring NOAA science content.  The grants are relatively small (from $25-100K).  
MM: Sanctuaries just held their regional coordinators meeting with representation by all 14 sites.  The education coordinators held a session on communications and outreach.  Over the last year, they have been developing standards for best practices for exhibits, web, signage, new media, pod casts, video, etc. and would be happy to share that information with others on the Council.  Sanctuaries is excited to be discussing best practices.  Part of the meeting included a full day of training on communicating science to education forums and multicultural training.  They would be happy to share those experiences with Council members.  
SST:  sits on the NOAA web committee.  Each LO has a NOAA web representative.  The web committee is currently conducting an inventory of what the LO’s are doing.  Council members may want to let their web committee representatives know what they are doing now and what they would like to do in the future.  Please talk to SST if you don’t know who your web representative is.  Next week, you tube channels are being assigned to line offices.  Soon ITunes University will also opening up for government agencies.  In addition, the site websitegames.noaa.gov just received approval.  
Final Education Strategic Plan Text – S.Storck
This is the last piece of the process of the final Education Strategic Plan.  The Education Strategic Plan did go to the proofreader and it did pretty well and he was able to get those edits integrated.  Now he is shifting gears to the publishing part of it because we have the final text.  SST is working with Steelcoast on the graphical layout.  Today he would like to get signatures for signatory page.  He does still need some images so please still send him images.  By the end of January, he will have two prototypes for the steering committee to review.  Once this graphic layout is determined, it will take approximately 6-8 weeks for the final report to be published. The timeline for the final Education Strategic Plan is to publish the final report by the end of February.
