NOAA Education Council – August 20, 2008
Agenda

Date/Time:
August 20, 2008 (1:00–4:00 pm)

Location:
SSMC3, Room 10836

Dial-in:
866.453.7960

Passcode:
360528

Contact: Jen Faught
410.245.7055 (in case of telecom problems)

AGENDA

1:00
Welcome/Opening Remarks 

1:10
Updating NOAA Student Opportunities Website – J. Rousseau (Input Requested)
1:25
Introduction – R. Gird 

Boy Scouts Weather Merit Badge  – S. Buchanan/D. Franklin (Informational)  


NOAA/Scouts Partnership – R. Gird (Input Requested)

1:45
Next Steps Metadata:

Use of NOAA Logo on Education Materials – J. Krauk (Informational)

Metadata Working Group –C. McDougall/B.Rice (Decisional)
2:15
Review of draft Education Strategic Plan comments– S. Storck (Input Requested)
3:15  
Beyond the Opening-Ocean Hall Education Partnerships –P. Keener-Chavis (Informational)
3:30
Updates & Announcements

Attendance
In person: Louisa Koch (LK – Chair), Susan Buchanan (SB), Karen Eason (KE), Jennifer Faught (JF), Donna Franklin (DF), Ron Gird (RG), Doria Grimes (DG),  Bob Hansen (BH),  Jennifer Hammond (JH)Molly Harrison (MH), Nina Jackson (NJ),  Jamie Krauk (JK), Miguel Lugo (ML), Carrie McDougall(CMc),  Christos Michalopoulos (CM), Jeannine Montgomery (JM), Dan Pisuit (DP), Bronwen Rice (BR), Jacqueline Rousseau (JR), Stacey Rudolph (SR), Peg Steffen (PS), Steve Storck (SS), Judy Kepsler (JK)  Nina Jackson (NJ), Kate Thompson (NMSP) Doria Grimes (DG)
On the phone: Sarah Schoedinger (SS), Paula Keener-Chavis (PKC),Janet Baran (PAE)
Actions

	Who
	Action
	Due

	
	
	

	NWS does have virtual NEP comments-RG to send to SS, LK, CM, and JF
	
	

	
	
	


Discussion

Louisa Koch
Updating NOAA Student Opportunities Website  – J. Rousseau 
· Request to have individuals in LOS to review the information and determine if info is outdated, missing that needs to be included and points of contact updated.  Submit revisions to JR and she will make sure that it is changed.

· Application deadline, amount of award, geographic location

· Last year had a call for data and only rec’d one revision

· Each LO representative update everything including phone numbers and website address

· DUE DATE 9/19/08

· Leads are : broken down by LO and then by lead representative

· CM: says this is working well-she heard about us thru student opps wgsite-Ron gird has student coming next week-will ask them as well

· LK: site very helpful that have more than 50 opps on onsite and as soon as get deadlink it devalues it

· WE would be hapy to make other updates at other times besides this if needed
·  Action Item: send any updates/changes/edits to JR by 9/19/08
Scouts Weather Merit Badge –S. Buchanan/D. Franklin/R.Gird 
· 50 local boyscouts came to get NWS weather merit badge
· Donna Franklin NWS Lightening awareness program

· Weather merit was in existence prior to this (started in 1930’s) (PS) question

· There is one on oceans as well

· Curriculum pre established by BSA

· Woman from Nautica (ask Rg for name) brought a cloud making machine
· Invited Joe Whitty to their day to discuss math/sci reqs of weather (what is joe’s affiliation?)

· Next steps:  interest thru out noaa for gsa and bsa merit badges-they do plan to continue host ws merit badge, Karen madsen is doing the gsa NWS badge on 10/17

· Developing a how to guide so field offices can do if they want to

· Skip working through out NOAA and coordinating a team to look at expanding nws program across noaa –skips idea nos oad, nmfs, to develop own merit badges and possibly offer on same day so could have bsa and gsa merit badge days

· Suggestion to make this a NOAA engagement activity as it grows and expands 

· Stuck to the requirements of the 10 merit badges

· Nat’l BSA did not contact them

· CMc:   do you think that based on the program you pulled together in a short period of time do you think a weather service office could replicate this on a local level?

· SB:  local office does not have as many employees and maybe could teach 5 of 10 or less…wanted to at least offer our curriculum so they could use the whole thing or component pieces

· RG:  It could also be a regional activity such as Huntsville or other offices do able
· DP:  all activities done did went towards the 10 requirements 

· Was NOAA promotion involved as well

· SS: who sets the criteria for content with a committee that NOAA could become involved in? Not at this point-

· SB: we did what we could for ex: no climate change merit badge right now

· DG:  NWS folks helped write original merit badges

· SB: tidiness of curriculum; 10 reqs done in building-oceanography one reqs them to be in water so other LOS may have difficulty doing all in buildings-skips team looking at all those reqs to see what they can do

· BH:  made point of trying to do badge in one day with exception of having safety talk with parents

· RG:  Builging the program-NWS weather badge camp to teach and assign blue card; to expand the program-talk to BSa and NWS subject matter experts review their books; NWS director gets requests to sign letter for congratulations of boy scott

· 2010 jamboree down the road in ____ask Ron; changes to expand exhibitry; also the tool kit-we could build a third layer called adult training so have dedicated adult who is a wx safety officer who knows what to do in natural wx events; also-may be able to offer them career package opps for those bs’s interested in having a career in meteorolyg; also discussion to co’s to give/support noaa wx radios to troops

· Nauticus to keep all of the regional councils involved in the process; refine more

· LK:  think very nice figure and informative and exciting to think about moving out in those rings; MH has been very instrumental in coordinating-he is going to talk to MH about all of this

· RG: SOS also a good place to talk about this badge if a wcm not available-natural synergie.  Nauticus people very interested in doing this as well

· LK: noaa wx radio-distributed to schools across the country; most schools not effectively using as a resource

· RG: and in some cases not even getting them-don’t want to add additional fear to their students; administrators reluctant; we have no bad wx in California
· JH: Susie hill previous teacher at sea-she was excellent- jh offer tas alumni to help wx service offices to help the network

· PS: I signed up with skips committeed for gsa 
· Action Item: Place holder
Next Steps Metadata

NOAA Logo/Education Materials – J.Krauk
· Use of NOAA Template-very benign-include NOAA emblem-at bottom, noaa.gov – could have “curriculum” to the left where have “fact Sheet” and when it was last updated in bottom left corner
· How you want to use it or not-could use it tomorrow and its fine-that’s up for you to decide

· Back looks exactly the same without a header

· NOAA is an emblem

· Other people are doing fact sheets on their own –this is not going to effect how they do their fact sheets right now-template available for them as they create new fact sheets

· NOAA emblem=you can use it right now; because you are a department, it is the department of commerce seal; essentially any member of the dept for official documents can use the emblem without any sort of process associated with it;

· Use your best judgement on it;

· Supervisor has to sign off on this ie it has to be vetted with your supervisor beyond yourself;

· Post departemnetal admin order with note that all noaa employees can use it…and then post the link for the administrative order

· JK: would love to hear more about NMSP approval process for approving logo;

· KT:  goes beyond approval and comes thru headquareters for approval then goes to NOS and Carol Cavanaugh

· JK:  cannot slap logo on anything-still has to be vetted and well written and gone thru lo and program processes approval;

· LK:  helps clarify review process within the LO; we need to be congnizant of what individual noaa educators are dealing with

· JK:  soeme things ie climate change fact sheets actually have to be vetted all way thru department

· PS; this is for print materials not website, yes

· JK:  Will be posted on website as well
· PS: pdf/html formats that are prinrtable on websites-will eventually impact lesson plan templates 

· BH:  illegal emblems; there are still other legal emblems such as NMSP; doesn’t address where to put other legal emblems

· JK:  if it gets to the point where you are dealing with curricula-JK happy to run it up for approval; customary to have higher org to the left;

· CMC: do we have to have doc seal?

· JK:  anson says just use your own noaa emblem-not going to get push back right now anyway-could change again later;

· Action Item: Place holder

· Metadata Working Group – C. McDougall/B.Rice
· Place holder

· Place holde
· Looking for approval from the council on items 1-6
· Any comments concerns addtl items as of now

· BH: are you talking about future or current lesson plans
CMC:  we will look at the feasibility of both but cannot imagine it will apply to current ones

· DP:  think it would be great if we could get some kind of data from all los as to how many products are out there b/c if 100 vs. 1000 makes a big difference and how far back go

· CMC: and would we want to consider it a budget issue for oed

· KT; we have way too many products-think it would be too much

· DP:  how old are products too ie 10 years or old are somewhat uselss

· PS: html template that we could just dump things into and new shell that would be one thing but if completely reworking them that would be another

· CMC: might be a metadata retroactive or certain issues such as climate changePS

· KT:  on website are
·  you going to develop areas that people input information and then lesson plan is developed within noaa folks anyway

· CMC: hadn’t planned that level of functionality but not there yet

· KT: oceans live website-do on backside and say-does it meet x standards and then generates info that they can print out or they can go back to lesson plan and it is helpful  for folks in general; might be helpful for people to search for lesson plans

· DP:  will have to be a central way to do this at some point to make it helpful

· BH:  we always have strengtehs in mareine areas and I see gaps in wx, climate, satellite areas-only have jet stream-rg having staff looking into it;

· LK:  Think it is reality of coastal programs vs.other programs-miguel-seagrants develops a lot of lesson plans and would like seagrant represented in this working group-make sure connected in a meaningful way-would love to see nomination for metadata team

· DP-don’t have a lot of video created but then had u2k and now doing really good with this

· Miguel and gene cope attending

· SS:  basically have the inventory and then can say where do we have gaps; where can we develop new lesson plans

· PS: MH and fn looking to develop new lesson plans and if we get template developed can impact those

· CMC: wg members: come back and brief council  at November meeting on those 6 topics

· NJ: anna is nesdis so 
· Action Item: Place holder

Review of Draft Education Strategic Plan comments – S. Storck
· Public comment review first and then the NEP comments; 
· Comments from 27 individuals

· Cmc; do any comments reflect a network; not yet but sea grant and nmsp said they are submitting individual and group comments; not nmea coments

· Only NEI has commented as an organization

· Grouping from noaa offices: se grant had four individuals

· Extension Working group commented right off the bat to LK/Mglackin

· Grouped them more according to their comments than anything else
· CM; think it is interesting that we have good distribution groups and all core groups are represented here;

· Number and quality of comments; good

· Theme areas pulled out 

· Engagement really stood out=should this be an engagement plan?

· Yes the comments from 5 folks said it didn’t cover the entire community of noaa

· On 8/28; the response to this report will be going to the nep-respons to the sab working group report is being briefed
· JK; it is not full response-they will see it again, more about decisional items in resonpse and then will see full response-how to sketch out response to response; we have to respond to nEP in februaray 2009; comments form SAB working group-don’t publish ed plan publish engagement plan

· Further expand partnerships suggested-state/regional etc
· Elit:  climate-need greater urgency in the plan 
· ELIT:  thinks lot of baggage with term environmental; noaa doesn’t do env. Lit but mandated to oceanic/atmospheric literacy;

· Focusing out elit and workforce development on science;
· Workforce side-ties to earlier presentations; a little lite on elem/middle school folks 
· NWS need for workforce and plan doesn’t address but may need to be in implementation plan
· SS: do we feel that 29/32 comments are enough-was hoping that we could send a reminder to networks; has Naml commented? 

· LK:  I expect quite a few comments at the end

Virtual NEP comments:

· No disapprovals

· We are asked to respond-on how we would address certain item by 9/12/08

· PPI/SKuester: and PAE had more structural comments 

· Very good comments from them 
· Seagrant program has excellent introduction section

· PAE evaluation:  structural
· NOS read thru document in great detail

· Very detailed comments-concern that we don’t tie to research priorities in noaa
· Graduating people in future workforce
· Guidance on how to implement America COMPETES
· Workforce development: phD level but language may stop at masters level

· Legacy program:
· Send out reminders to folks reminders

· Convene working groups to discuss comments

· Respond to vnep by 9/12/08

· BH:  will working gropus determine changes? Thoughts are that OEd will go thru and make recommendations to working groups and they can make decisions/recommendations based on comments rec’d; may also have to have special session of ed council or executive working groups; we can push back NEP deadline; we will work on that as it gets closer;
· SS has done awesome job!!!

· JK:  comm. Perspective-engagement report-absolutelypart of broader engagement piece which has many elements and should not necessarily be an either/or and also  a communications plan-09 strategy-looking at something larger than Off of comm.

· JH: preparing our deputies for that meeting; draft NEP brief; 

· final brief will be sent out to ed council as soon as posted: JF ASK FOR FROM MK?LK

· Virtul nep COMMENTS: no one made connects btwn sab and nep (cm)-EITHER they agree of missed the boat

· LK: mglackin feels it does not 

· Cmc: is there a plan to address this issue to move forward with the ed plan: two are not connected?

· LK:  I wil not make any attempt to connect them in the NEP

· CM:: it will come up in the NEP

· LK: Mglackin is aware of the sab and we are not hiding it;  it will be discussed at the nep

· JK:  think that we do say keeping moving forward with existing plans ed plan, com plan etc…and that all req’s should be connected by fewer priorities and address engagement

· Action Item: Place holder

Beyond the Opening-Ocean Hall Education Partnerships – P.Keener-Chavis 
· Cosee working group
· Network robust national collaboration
· Position description/job posting

· CM: is position federal term position or contractor? Contractor position.

· JH: well networked, experienced educator-do they have to be a cosee network member? No

· LK:  what level?

· PKC: senior position-well rounded ocean knowledge on the national level

· JK:  suggestion to keep it open for a month-if you don’t already have someone in mind-assumption is that it is wired;

· PKC will talk to sherry about this –heat is on to fill the position

· Joanne Flanders has joined the meeting and Peg steffen-any thoughts
· Shari looking forward to having someone on board-

· BH:  how is announcement coming out-smithsonian has own mechanism but seagrant educators network, scuttlebutt, oe educators list serve and cosee network listserve and ed council 

· How do those folks tie to larger noaa network-mostly thru pkc and sw (CMC?) with ed council; 

· PS:  think it was sharis intent that new person would be introd to noaa line offices in the way that she was-shari intended her to meet everyone at noaa-pkc to help broker and intros in NOAA-that would be something separate & apart from COSEE piece (PKC concurs)

· CMC; seems like cosee and SI and then noaa coordinate that noaa benefits will take a 3rd seat to everything;
· PKC:  I am one who came to ed council/lk to promote and everything goes thru sw/pkc and we are looking out for NOAA interests with this and that is why she pursued it-major way to be/stay involved with this; besides sos and kiosk this is strongest piece way we have to provide content on ocean hall; working very closely with everyone on this; pkc is writing position description and mou; 

· PS: day to day supervisor is shari; b/c pkc and sw off-site

· Person ¼ seagrant/1/4 OE and ½ SI

· LK: shari has tremendous network but not ocean educator; this is different from butterflies and evolution and no way that we are not going to have tremendous benefits-yes we are going to have to be sure we are very involved and continue to provide input and benefit but think this gives us someone who can help us connect with other people
· Prospects for getting cosee funded? (LK) are you applying for nsf for continued funding

· PKC:  someone needs to look for sustained funding for this-talk of cosee center at ocean hall-pkc has not pursed that any further at this point-
· LK:  would you be interested in picking up salary line after two years

· PS:  what about detail from some other noaa position?

· PKC: yes, suppose but they really need to be in there and stay with it for a while
Updates & Announcements
· Pkc to comeback and give us updates on progress-have her keep us fully informed
· JH:  capt. Keers swore in first noaa corp officer that is a hollings scholar

· JH: tas educator at pink place in Tennessee; her participation in program-exhibit in museum and turgtle research and fisheries enforcement; teacher has recd 30 requests to teach at schools-have suitcase school programs

· JH: tas becoming part of partnership program for 1st time in 20 years, NMFS, OMAO, OED-october-growht for program and liz an djh will relocate to building 3

· PS:  great climate conference end of july and will get evaluation databank very soon;lots of interest on regional in offereing same opps ex: Kansas city and seattle

· PS: noaas first educational game-nos-cooperative effort btwn noaa and Montgomery college-estuaries game=play this fall

· Ps all sciguides and repurposing on their site with permission of nsta for free; oceans wx climate, estuaries and coral to be publishes by Natl estuaries day in September

· PS:  climate change kit-cards to be included as dvds; September lesson plans and materials online in sept-noaa have a chance ot review; Einstein fellow project

· CMC:  sos users collaborative network in HI: dan, frank, john, cmc there over 70 people from 30 diff institutions there; lots of great discussion to utilize sos to impact universities and museums more; docent training, evaluation and training discussed also; docent reqs run the gamut and thinks noaa could play a role in making training consistent; 
· CMc: sphere casting with sandy mcdonald in boulder-led thru lecture in boulder via wii remote on sos on climate change an other topics and video of him via skype in addition to sphere; nice data set lecture-new technology ; can control to other sites from main site and share information with different individuals
· CM: working on installing sos in building 4 science center-sphere casting

· JK: national climate service roundtables-sector specific-two more NGO community next Tuesday and public health on sept 5

· JK: Pat Sweeney from ITA on rotation for next two months –his role to do fiscal year comm. Plan for fy09

· BR:Knauss sea grant fellow: clas project: in NOLA; many thanks; may also produce a report 

· BH; jeff campfire ed coord at amer geolog inst-we participate in earth science week = he is inteterestd in giving a presentation aobut earth science week JF TO PURSUE WITH BOB; we have been a paying sponsor in the past…

· DP:  channel 1 call very interested in putting gnoaa science into the classroom –interested in putting noaa content as an alert system in the classroom ex: fires, hurricanes; imagery/content flowing thru this service-very interested in engaging=-have done test bed and have some states that have already signed on to this;

· RG: call I got was slighty diff=impact of NOAA wx radio on school systems. Don’t know yet..

· DP: Vinnie rosso interested in showing to interested people at noaa b/c interested in loaunching this school year

· CMC: noaa watch is what we have but this is not a video content; and not spontaneous; kiosk pieces that deal only with oceans – if had wx piece to go along with that.
· RG:- do not have national capability yet…noaa watch on 24 hr cycle

· PS;; before I would offer any nos content-it has to be run thru communications we’d have ot vette it first

· Ss: webbased or sattelit uploads-haven’t gotten
·  into it yet

· LK: put together a meeting  and get noaa watch and other pople from council attending;

· DP:  looking for what do we have that can mobilize quickly

· PKC : commissioned okeanos and had a successful forum after and will pull together input and comment

· BH:  noaa world to submit articles always looking for articles=-educaiton related content pieces
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