Use of the NOAA Emblem
Request

During the July 2008 NOAA Education Council meeting, the Office of Communications was asked about whether the NOAA emblem could be officially used on NOAA’s educational materials.

Response

The Office of Communications responded during the August 2008 NOAA Education Council meeting stating that the NOAA emblem could indeed be used on all official NOAA materials.  Justification follows.  

Justification

Departmental Administrative Order 201-1 (DAO 201-1) describes the polices and procedures for the use of seals, emblems, insignia, and logos at the Department of Commerce.  In this case, the “seal” is for the Department of Commerce and the “emblem” is at the bureau level - the NOAA logo in question.

Section 5.02 states: 

“Emblems may be used on any surface where identification is required or desirable, including publications, flags, vehicles, and aircraft, exhibits, displays, podiums, uniforms, projected visuals, or other media of official Department communications.”  

Under this authority, the use of the NOAA emblem is permitted on all official NOAA materials.  

Clarification

DAO 201-1, describing the use of the NOAA emblem, does not supersede or circumvent standing requirements for clearance or approval of content.   All existing policies and procedures must be followed when requesting approval for official NOAA materials.  
