ISSUE  ASSESSMENT
TITLE: Engaging NOAA Audiences: Response to the Science Advisory Board
DATE:  August 28, 2008

ISSUE

In March, 2008, the Science Advisory Board (SAB) issued a report of findings and recommendations on improving NOAA’s ability to engage its constituents through extension, outreach and education.    The SAB report can be found at: 

http://www.sab.noaa.gov/Reports/EOEWG/EOEWG_Final_Report_03_20_08.pdf
DESIRED RESULT 
Requesting decisions on alternatives presented on four findings from the SAB.  Decisions will be used to develop final response, due by March, 2009. 

SPONSOR(S) AND/OR COUNCIL APPROVALS:  Education Council
KEY DISCUSSION POINTS
Presentation will examine current capabilities, SAB findings and recommendations made by a working group of extension, outreach and education professionals.  The working group alternatives seek to focus on priorities, fill gaps and improve coordination.   
ALTERNATIVE ANALYSIS  

Alternatives are presented for four SAB findings: 
1. An Engagement Plan is lacking

Should NOAA develop an Engagement Strategic Plan or build engagement into on-going plans and activities?
2. There is no coordinating body

Should NOAA transform the Education Council into an Engagement Council or keep existing structures, fill gaps and improve coordination?
3. Resources are insufficient

Should NOAA allocate 10% to engagement or focus resources on priorities?
4. Organizational culture is not conducive to engagement 

Should NOAA add engagement to operating plans?
DISSENTING VIEWS:  None
DOC, OMB and CONGRESSIONAL VIEWS:  None
