NOAA Education Council – October 2007

Agenda

1:00
Welcome/Opening Remarks
1:10
Council Decision-Making Process (10 min presentation / 25 min discussion)


Louisa Koch (OEd) – Decisional
1:45
Upcoming NOAA Education Plan Process (10/20)


Marlene Kaplan (OEd) – Decisional
2:15
“NOAA Research as a Model of the Scientific Method” Mini Grant report (20/10)


Ashley Steel (North West Fisheries Science Center) - Informative
2:45
AMS 2009 – A Focus on NOAA Education (10/20)

David Smith (Navy) – Input requested
3:15
Student Recruitment (Hollings) (10/10)


Jacqueline Rousseau (OEd) – Input requested
3:35
Updates & Announcements
4:00
Adjourn
 
Attendance

In person: Louisa Koch, Janice Beattie (JB), Jen Faught (JF), Atziri Ibanez (AI), Marlene Kaplan (MK), Jon Lilley (JL), Michiko Martin (MM), John McLaughlin (JM), Christos Michalopoulos (CM), Frank Niepold (FN), Dan Pisut (DP), Jacqueline Rousseau (JR), Brenda Rupli (BR), Sharon Walker (SW), Carla Wallace (CW).
On the phone: Alyssa Gundersen (AG), Molly Harrison (MH), Paula Keener-Chavis (PKC), Sarah Schoedinger (SS), Carmella Watkins-Davis (CWD).
Guests: David Smith (DS), Ashley Steel (AS).
Apologies: Susan Kennedy (SK).
Actions

	Who
	Action
	Due

	MK & JL
	Find a date for full day meeting in November to discuss moving forward with NOAA’s Education Plan.
	10/26

	JL
	Get more information about 2009 AMS conference – dates, themes, location etc. and send to Council.
	10/19

	All
	Council members to provide feedback to CH on Hollings recruitment plan.
	10/26


Discussion

Ed Council Decision-Making – Louisa Koch

LK outline the proposed revised guidelines for the Council decision-making process. AI outline the NERRS decision-making guidelines.
· Two elements that were highlighted were the use of colored cards: red (no), yellow (yes with reservations), & green (yes) for decisions; and having a two-step voting process – the ‘pulse’ of the group is taken to gauge support before a final vote. Although a two-thirds majority is needed to move forward with a decision, Reserves aren’t forced into doing something they strongly disagree with. A lot of effort is made to move people to green before the final vote.
· Overall strong support for the idea of colored voting cards.

· Some concern that Council members would not be able to vote on a matter without support of their office. Suggested that in these cases Council members should use a red card.
· Suggestion (AI) to have decisional items first on the agenda in case people need to leave early.

· Suggestion (AI) that Council members are informed in advance of the meeting which items require a vote in order to prepare appropriately.

· Consensus that having OEd post agenda presentation and materials online the Friday before the meeting is ideal.
Upcoming NOAA Education Plan Process – Marlene Kaplan

MK presented an outline for moving forward with the NOAA Education Plan over the next 20 years.
· Question (MM) about the timing of getting stakeholders involved. When Sanctuaries produce their management plans they involve the stakeholders from step one, rather than bringing them in at the mid-point. Can be difficult bring external people in to a process that’s halfway done.
· Question (JR) about who the external stakeholders will be? Idea is to bring in members of our external constituents.

· Comment (LK) that we need to be aware of FACA issues.
· Suggestion (LK) to get a document out early. Some concern (DP) that if we send the old plan out too early, we might lose the benefit of the discussions we’ve had since 2004.
· Some concern (JR) with asking for external input in May – may lose a lot of members of the education community due to vacation schedules.

· Suggestion (MM, AI & FN) that the Council needs to spend some time discussing what the America COMPETES Act says for NOAA education – could be interpreted in number of ways. Important to set exactly what we mean when we talk about education. Need to balance this with responding to the Act (LK) – would be good to be the first agency that responds. Probably will need to mainly focus on education rather than extension and outreach, although we will need to make strong references to extension & outreach.
· Comment (CWD) that it would be worth looking at the broader picture with other NOAA offices and seeing how our ideas and plan will fit with what other people have done.
· Question (AI) why do we only have a year to respond? The time frame is based on when the legislation came out, OEd thought one year would be an appropriate amount to time to get back to Congress with a response.

· Comment (MH) that moving sooner rather than later with the plan will greatly help education in the PPBES process.

· A number of issues need to be considered in moving forward (AI) - who are we bringing in? Will we have a facilitator? Will we use a logic model & if so which one? Agreement that we need a full day’s meeting in mid-November to move forward with this.

· Suggestions for facilitators: Cindy Zook & John Riordan, Ginger Hinchcliff, Concur (group based in California).


ACTION: MK & JL to find a date for full day meeting in November.

NOAA Research as a Model of the Scientific Method – Ashley Steel

AS presented the results of her Mini-Grant funded course for teachers that focuses on using the scientific method as a teaching tool.
· AS would like to teach the course again in 2009 but would need some further funding. Cost to teach it again would be less that the first time.
· AS would like to work with some of the teachers so they become teacher trainers themselves. The approach is currently being used at the University of Washington and in Baltimore.
· Suggestion (MM) that the course could be taught by other NOAA educators. AS would like to do this especially if the NOAA employee has a science background as the teachers often ask a wide variety of questions.

AMS 2009 – A Focus on NOAA Education – David Smith
DS presented an outline of AMS’s plans for the 2009 Annual Conference and asked with any Council members would like to present at the conference.

· Question (DP) whether there has there been any discussion on the joint sessions? Nothing set yet, hydrology will probably be there – DS should have that information within a month and can forward to the Council.
· Comment (SW) that it would be helpful if AMS worked with NOAA and the Smithsonian to education the public about the importance of the ocean in their life. AMS are aware of this – in some of the joint sessions they have worked with coastal managers to provide connections between what they’re doing and education. AMS conferences also have press centers that ask for nuggets of information which are then passed on to the local media.
· Comment (MM) Sanctuaries have participated in AMS conferences before, have found it a great opportunity and encourages others to participate. Weatherfest is also a great opportunity.
· Comment (PKC) OEx would like to be involved in both 2008 and 2009.
· Question (AI) would it be better for NOAA to come in as programs or as topics? For the oral presentations it would be better to come as programs. If NOAA wants to do topics it could do posters or a hands on display.
· Comment (LK) that AMS is a very importance conference for NOAA Education and we should be take a coordinated approach to it.

ACTION: JL to get more information from DS about 2009 conference – dates, themes, location etc. and send to Council.

Student Recruitment – Chantell Haskins

CS provided an outline of EPP’s recruitment strategy for next years Holling’s class. CH mentioned that EPP is looking for more reviewers especially in biological & physical sciences.
· Suggestion (DP) to mention computer sciences in the flyer as there is a large need for students with those skills and many computer students might not know NOAA does so much with IT.
· Question (MM) is there a sense of what recruitment strategies are working? Past recipients often lead to a lot of new applications. Word of mouth, same advisors, families of NOAA employees.
· Question (MM) why the focus on western states? Aim is to achieve geographic diversity and those are states that have been underrepresented in the past.

· Question (DS) is there data on how many Holling’s scholars go on to Graduate School? Are collecting that data, currently only have two years worth of data so cannot yet draw any conclusions about that.

· Question (LJ) can students from Community Colleges apply? Yes, as long as they’re enrolled in a four year program.

ACTION – Council members to provide feedback to CH on Hollings recruitment plan by COB 10/19.

Updates & Announcements

LK
Peg Steffen working with NSTA. Partnership listed in NSTA Reports magazine. NSTA pleased with having one point of contact for NOAA – previously been very fragmented. Budget update – still after data from a number of Council members for e-lit spending.

JB
NOAA now has 7 NOAA-wide resources available at everyone’s desktop. Just added J.P. Wiley. In process of purchasing new e-books (mainly in the IT field). Web of Science is another resource. Library also has a website dealing with IPY.

AI
NERRS has finalized national K12 needs assessment –1300 teachers responded. Will be able to share executive summary of the report. Will look to have a Council presentation on the mini grant component. Developing Estuaries 101 curriculum – about to finalize first draft. Looking to teachers to pretest – high school, earth, physical and life sciences.
MM
Had a recent Aquarius mission (underwater habitat in Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary). Five days were broadcast on the web and was featured on all the major networks (CNN, Yahoo!) website crashed on second day had to route people to partner sites. Had a total of 1.2M visits to the site. Feel we have gone beyond the pilot phase of Telepresence – clear that people do want it and like using it. Would like suggestions from Council about how we can expand the program.

CH
Recently sent out a request for internship opportunities for next summer. Had a great response – currently have over 140 opportunities which have gone out to the students. No administrative deadline, but on a practical note if they’re not in by the end of November the students won’t see them.

SW
Recently had Sea Grant week. Would like to thank JM & Bob Steelquist for presenting the Bennett model. Educators who were there realized the need to move forward in a more unified manner than they have done previously. SG currently working on the 2009-13 plan. Number of SG educators feel strongly that ocean & coastal literacy should be elevated to focus area rather than a cross-cutting theme. SW will send the document to the Council.

CW
Need support from other LOs who want to participate in 2008 AMS – looking for $3K from each LO.

JM
Thanked SW & others at Sea Grant to allow OEd & Bob Steelquist to present. Just got back from Association of Science & Technology Centers annual conference – looked at development of spherical display systems and content for spheres.

CM
Welcomed JF to OEd.

JF
Program plans are due next week (10/22). Councils need to provide feedback & we have a very short turnaround. JF will send out a request for Council input next week.

PKC
Just completed deep sea expedition near Philippines – on website and was featured in Washington Post. Beginning development of online course for learning ocean science.

Next Meeting: November 14, 1-4pm, Room 10836 SSMC3

List of Commonly Used Acronyms

AMP

Annual Management Plan

AMS

American Meteorological Society

AOP

Annual Operating Plan

BWET

Bay Watershed Education & Training

CIO

Chief Information Officer

CMRP

Coastal & Marine Resources Program
CSC

Coastal Services Center

DOC

Department of Commerce

ELG

Environmental Literacy Grants

ERP

Ecosystem Research Program
ESS

Earth System Science

FACA

Federal Advisory Committee Act

FFO

Federal Funding Opportunity

IOOS

Integrated Ocean Observing System

IWG

Interagency Working Group

LO

Line Office

NAS

National Academies of Science

NCLB

No Child Left Behind

NSTC

National Science and Technology Council

NEC

NOAA Executive Council

NEP

NOAA Executive Panel

NERRS
National Estuarine Research Reserve System

NMAO

NOAA Marine & Aviation Operations

NSES

National Science Education Standards

OAR

Oceanic & Atmospheric Research

OEd

Office of Education

OEx

Office of Ocean Exploration

OMB

Office of Management & Budget

PART

Program Assessment Rating Tool

PD

Professional Development

PPBES
Planning Programming Budget Execution System

PPI

Program Planning & Integration

RFP

Request for Proposals

SAB

Science Advisory Board

SGEN

Sea Grant Educators Network

USCOP
U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy
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