Education Council Comments

NOAA IOOS Project Requirements Document
The NOAA Education Council finds no reference to education in the IOOS Project Requirements Document. The education community is not considered a stakeholder or end user beneficiary in the Initial Operating Capability and although the document states the user groups will be expanded at a future date, it is not clear whether or when an education component would be added.  

The Education Council notes recent draft documents from the Interagency Working Group on Ocean Observations (IWGOO) which emphasize the importance of education, including:  

1) IWGOO Draft IOOS Implementation Plan 
Goal 6:  The IOOS makes a significant contribution to meet the ocean science education objectives of informal, formal, and work force and postsecondary communities.  

2) IWGOO Draft Plan for IOOS and OOI 

IOOS and OOI will be strong foci for ocean education, reaching potential workforce participants, students in K-12, college and post-graduate programs and the general public.
These recent plans from the IWGOO are consistent with the interagency commitment to education expressed in Ocean.US documents, including The First U.S. Integrated Ocean Observing System (IOOS) Development Plan (January, 2006) and Promoting Lifelong Ocean Education (March 22-24, 2004).
Recommendation:  The Education Council suggests a need for the IOOS Program Office to convey how education will be addressed in the future.  Several Education Council members are actively involved in observing system education and would be pleased to work with the IOOS Program Office on this effort. 
