AMNH Water Surve

AMERICANS KNOWLEDGE OF AND ATTITUDES
TOWARD WATER AND WATER-RELATED ISSUES




Percent who are very or somewhat
concerned about the following in the U.S.

Health care

Public
education

The
environment

National
Security

Crime rates

The economy

Social Security

o
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Percent who are very concerned about
the following.

Maintaining clean, healthy coastal waters _ 69
roxic waste. |
water potution N 63
picquaity | >
Loss of unique natural areas, such as _ 61
rainforests and coral reefs
Loss of biodiversity, that is, plant and _ 45
animal species
Depletion of the ozone layer _ 44
Water scarcity (not enough water) _ 41
Overfishing of the world's oceans, rivers, _ 40
and lakes
Flooding and hurricanes _ 39
Health and safety of eating seafood and _ 37
fish
Population growth _ 35
Climate change _ 30
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Would you support or oppose designating
additional areas of the oceans as fully protected by law
(from major human impacts, such as fishing, mining,
pollution, and boat noise)? This would protect marine
species and provide untouched places for scientific study
of oceans.

-

Moderately
support

Neither support 4
nor oppose

Moderately oppose l 5

Strongly oppose

L |
N

Don't know 6

o
N
o
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Percent (n=352)




Do you believe that your actions can make a
positive difference in water health and water
conservation in the world?

Yes

No 18

Don't know B2

20 40 60 80 100
Percent (n=508)




Please tell me as many components, or steps,
of the water cycle as you can think of.

Precipitation (includes specific forms: rain
freezing rain, sleet, snow, hail)

-
Evaporation (liquid to vapor / gas) _ 46

—

-

Can't name any

Condensation (vapor / gas to liquid)

Runoff (precipitation that travels over soil to reach 24
a stream)
Infiltration (water that seeps into soil or porous -
rock)

Evapotranspiration (evaporation from soil
transpiration by plants)

Multiple Responses Allowed

21
6
3

Deposition (vapor / gas to solid) I

Sublimation (solid to vapor /gas) | 3

Other | 1

o
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What percent of the earth's water is
drinkable?

Correct (1% or
less)

Incorrect

0 20 40 60 80 100
Percent (n=1014)




Q58. Do you know the source of your municipality's
water? (Asked of those on a municipal water
system.)

i - |

Don't know 3

o
N
o

40 60 80 100
Percent (n=791)




Correct answers

et ctoceam i romemat mporany e < [ o5
somewhat imp
352). Correct (Yes)

O n O n C ) In=352Y Corract (vern Moo )

Gceants roe in producing anygen (ne352)- Comect very imporart) [N <3
Source of water for rainfall (n=352): Correct (Oceans) _ 46
Percent covered by water (n=1014): Correct (70-75%) _ 42
Country water use (n=1014): Correct (None of these) _ 40

Part of ocean that serves as marine nursery (n=352): Correct _ 34
(Estuaries)
Freshwater use (n=1014). Correct (agriculture) _ 31

Place affected by air pollution in Midwest (n=1014): Correct (Health _ 26
of fish in the Northeast)

Largest home water consuming use (n=352): Correct (Lawn and - 13

garden watering)

Are most mi

nt of oceans protected (n=1014). Correct (1% o

Percent drinkable (n=1014): Correct (1%
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What percent of the earth's surface is covered
by water?

Too low (less than
70%)

25

Correct (70-75%) 42

Too high (greater
than 75%)

Don't know 14
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Percent (n=1014)



As far as you know, where does most of the
water that evaporates into the atmosphere and
drives the water cycle come from? Would you say
plants, glaciers, oceans, or reservoirs?

Oceans 46

Plants

Reservoirs - 17

Glaciers . 9

None of these I2

Don't know - 12
0
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Percent (n=352)




In your understanding, are most major lakes,
watersheds, rivers, and streams connected to an
ocean?

Yes

No

Don't know 5

o

20 40 60 80 100
Percent (n=352)




Do the oceans have an important or
unimportant role in regulating climate?

Very important 85

Somewhat
. 10
important

Neither important
nor unimportant

Somewhat
unimportant

Very unimportant |1

Don't know 3
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Do the oceans have an important or
unimportant role in regulating climate?

Correct (very or
somewhat
important)

Incorrect |2

Don't know 3
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Percent (n=1014)




Do the oceans have an important or
unimportant role in producing oxygen for the air we
breathe?

Somewhat
. 19
important

Neither important
nor unimportant

Somewhat .
. 8
unimportant
Very unimportant 3

Don't know . 7

0 20 40 60 80 100
Percent (n=352)




As far as you know, which part of the ocean
provides important nursery areas for many marine
species? Would you say open ocean, estuaries, or

deep ocean?

Estuaries (water
passages where the
tide meets a niver
current)

34

Deep ocean

Open ocean (surface,
upper layers)

Don't know 16
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As far as you know, which part of the ocean
provides important nursery areas for many marine
species? Would you say open ocean, estuaries, or
deep ocean? (Among residents of MD, VA, DE, NJ,

WA, OR).

Open ocean
(surface, upper 14
layers)

Estuaries (water

passages where

the tide meets a
river current)

41

Deep ocean 21

Don't know 24
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Percent (n=29)




As far as you know, about what percent of
the oceans have been explored?

Too low (less than 8
8%)
Correct (8 to 12%) 8
Too high (greater 54
than 12%)
Don't know 30
0 20 40 60 80 100

Percent (n=352)




Are you very, somewhat, or not at all
concerned about flooding and hurricanes? (Among
southern coastal states most prone to hurricanes -

LA, MS, AL, FL, GA, SC, NC, VA, MD, DE, and NJ.)

Very concerned 50

Somewhat

concerned 33

Not at all
concerned

Don't know g1

0 20 40 60 80 100
Percent (n=76)




Overall, do you believe that the health of the
world's waters is improving, staying the same, or
getting worse?

Improving

Staying the same

Getting worse

Don't know 7

0 20 40 60 80 100
Percent (n=1014)




Would you say that water resources in the
U.S,, including oceans, rivers, lakes, and aquifers,
are healthy or unhealthy?

Very healthy

»

Somewhat healthy -35
Neither healthy nor . E
unhealthy
el
Very unhealthy - 14
Don't know l5

o
N
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40 60 80 100
Percent (n=1014)




Percent who think taking care of and
protecting the world's waters and coastlines has a
major impact on the following.

Q145. Human health 63

Q149. Lessening the

impacts of flooding 55
drought, and other

natural disasters

0167 BIOdlverSer _ 51

Q151. The economy

Q150. The discovery
medicines
Q148. Global
security and political - 35
stability
0 20 40 60 80 100

Percent



Percent who think taking care of and
protecting the world's waters and coastlines has a
major or moderate impact on the following.

Q145. Human health 90

Qiet. e seonomy _ 82

Q147. Bicdiversity

Q149. Lessening the
impacts of flooding
drought, and other

natural disasters

Q150. The discovery
medicines

Q148. Global
security and political
stability

72
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Do you agree or disagree that the way that
we use and develop coastal lands affects our
vulnerability to damage from major natural events?

Moderately agree - 18

Neither agree nor 3
disagree

Moderately
disagree

Don't know

Strongly disagree I 5

o

20 40 60 80 100
Percent (n=311)




In light of Hurricane Katrina and the tsunami
in Southeast Asia, do you agree or disagree that we
should change the ways in which we use and
develop coastal land?

Strongly agree 65

Moderately agree - 19

Neither agree nor

disagree .

4

Moderately I

disagree
Strongly disagree . 5

Don't know I3

o
N
o

40 60 80 100
Percent (n=311)




Would you support or oppose restricting
coastal development, even if that meant less
housing would be available in coastal areas?

Strongly support 47

Neither support
nor oppose

Moderately 29
support
I 5

Moderately oppose

Strongly oppose . 9
Don't know .7

o
N
o

40 60 80 100
Percent (n=311)




Would you support or oppose designating
additional areas of the oceans as fully protected by law
(from major human impacts, such as fishing, mining,
pollution, and boat noise)? This would protect marine
species and provide untouched places for scientific study
of oceans.

-

Moderately
support

Neither support 4
nor oppose

Moderately oppose . 5

Strongly oppose

|
N

Don't know 6
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Percent who would be very interested
in learning more about the following.

Q212. The potential for new foods and medicines _ 63
Q220. Ways that water poliution affects human _ 62
health
Q214. Water events, such as hurricanes, floods _ 56
tsunamis, and droughts
Q213. Water scarcity | 52
Q222. Exploration of oceans and other bodies of _ 51
water
Q215. Water's importance to human cultures _ 50
Q208. Wildlife and plants’ dependence on water _ 50
Q210. Water ecosystems, such as oceans _ 49
wetlands, lakes, and rivers
Q219. Ways that humans affect water systems _ 47
Q221. Ways that humans manage aquatic and _ 45
marine species
Q223. Expioitation of water || NG 43
Q207. The history and formation of water on earth _ 40
(such as the formation of oceans, lakes, and rivers)
Q218. Water's role in climate regulation and global _ 40
warming
Q216. Social and political conflicts over water _ 35
Q209. Water processes, such as rainfall, clouds _ 35
and filtration
Q217. Water stewardship, and how you can get
4 I 0
involved
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Percent




Percent who would be very or
somewhat interested in learning more about the
following.

Q220. Ways that water poliution affects human _ 88
health
Q214. Water events, such as hurricanes, floods _ 87
tsunamis, and droughts
O ands. 1akes ot mvare_ 2" | 57
wetlands, lakes, and rivers
Q215 Water scarcey | 55
Q211. Animals and plants that live in water ||| | | NNRGRGNE Y <5
Q219. Ways that humans affect water systems _ 85
Q222. Exploration of oceans and other bodies of _ 84
water
223, Expotaton ofwter |
Q209. Water processes, such as rainfall, clouds _ 81
and filtration
Q218. Water's role in climate regulation and global — 81
warming
T e anacian . SOt AN | 6
marine species
Q207. The history and formation of water on earth _ 81
(such as the formation of oceans, lakes, and rivers)
Q217. Water stewardship, and how you can get _ 71
involved
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I ntrOd u Ctl On By means of water,

we give life te-everything.
—Koran, 21:30




A 'single drop>..

Iskey is for drinking;
water IS"forRfighting over.”
—Mark Pwain, 1884
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Blue Planet
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Bringing water to Earth
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One solution: drip irrigation

Problems/solutions Local story sidebar







China’s ancient
Dujiangyan dam




removal interactive

Harnessing
wave
enerqy:

New York’'s
East River




Quiz show:

Competing Demands
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6. Water, Water Every Where




—Samuel Taylor Coleridge




Living
with water
Tonle Sap




Marine Fisheries
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Story blocks
Interactive
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urifier wetands




Geo Wall




Beneath the Surface

Understanding Groundwater
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Regeneration

Mono Lake, California
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What Can | Do? ) &
Interactive Water: New York

(your venue herel)
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Securing Water

Gender & equity in India
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Ritual use of water

Water for the Maharajah




Water at your doorstep

Rainwater harvesting in India




Taking back the land

Working for Water




Child’ Play Play Pump
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Bottled water




