NOAA’s Gold Medal for Promoting Public Understanding of Science and Technology

The Award

The NOAA Gold Medal for Public Understanding of Science & Technology recognizes scientists, engineers, communicators, resource managers, public policy experts, and educators who make outstanding contributions to the "popularization of ocean and atmospheric science" and whose work advances environmental literacy and stewardship, in areas most relevant to NOAA’s mission and goals. 

The NOAA Gold Medal is the highest extramural honor given by NOAA for excellence in promoting public understanding of science and technology.  The winner is awarded a $50,000 grant for collaborative work with NOAA, a gold medal, and a commemorative plaque and the opportunity to work at, or collaborate with NOAA.  The awards will be conferred at a special ceremony recognizing the awardees.   

Note: the NSF award is $300,000 over a four-year period.

Criteria

· The Award shall be given every other year to a scientist, engineer, communicator, resource manager, public policy expert or educator who has made the greatest contribution to increasing public understanding of NOAA-related science;

· Applicable areas of science and technology  include: climate, weather, air quality, fisheries, remote sensing, marine biology, oceanography, economics, and social science;

· Types of activities to be considered include development of educational materials, books, magazines, and newspaper articles; documentaries, broadcasting; museum presentation and exhibit design; town halls, websites, public awareness campaigns, and other public outreach activities, local, national, or international;  

· Nominators are encouraged to identify candidates whose contributions reach broad audiences that include women, minorities, disabled persons, and senior citizens. 

Eligibility

Scientists and engineers (from all disciplines including social science and medicine), educators, and communicators  (individuals or small groups) engaged in research, teaching, and related activities that have contributed substantially to the public's understanding of science or technology relevant to NOAA’s mission are eligible for nomination.  

Candidates must be employed outside the Federal government and must have completed the work for which they are being nominated outside the Federal government. 

Note:  NSF candidates need to be faculty members.  We think we would want to be more open to not only academic scientists, but also those associated with state, local and tribal governments and the private sector, including non-profit private marine labs like Mote Marine Lab and the Monterrey Bay Aquarium Research Institute and even for-profit business.

Nomination Procedures

Preliminary Proposals

The “preliminary proposal” consists of the nominating materials.  These materials should consist of: 

· The name and address and phone number of the nominee;

· A summary of the action(s) that form the basis for the nomination;

· A longer statement (no more than three pages) providing additional details of the action or actions for which the candidate is nominated;
· At least one representative sample, which illustrates the nominee's contribution, books, videotapes, brochures, magazine articles, websites, presentations or other materials are appropriate;
· The candidate's vita (no more than three pages);

· At least two seconding nominations, with addresses and phone numbers; and

· The person being nominated should be listed as a co-PI on the preliminary proposal.  

Note:  NSF requires that the nomination come from presidents, chief academic officers, or independent researchers – I don’t see the need to do that here, but we might need to provide a tighter definition of who the recipient can be because they do need to be associated with an organization that can receive a NOAA grant).
Note:  This information would be called for in a Federal Register announcement and publicized widely to NOAA scientific organizations.  The selected individual(s) are invited to submit a full proposal.

Full Proposals 

On the basis of a peer review of the nomination materials a nominee will be invited to submit a proposal for a project that furthers the objectives of this award.  The person nominated in the preliminary proposal is now the PI for the full proposal.  

The full proposal should consist of:

· A one page project summary;

· A 2 page project description that describes the activities being undertaken and how the award will be used to support these activities; and 

· A brief budget justification.

Note: NSF calls for a 12-page project description and requires a plan to evaluate the effectiveness of the project’s activities.

Note: NSF encourages nominators to submit a Letter of Intent to enhance the efficiency of the review process.  

Review Process

Reviews of proposals submitted to NOAA are solicited from peers with expertise in the substantive areas of the proposed research project.  These reviewers are selected by Program Officers charged with the oversight for the review process.  NOAA invites the proposer to suggest, at the time of submission the names of appropriate or inappropriate reviewers.  
