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NOAA Education Program Evaluation Review
Description of Activity
The National Academy of Sciences through the Board on Science Education shall coordinate an independent evaluation review of the NOAA Education Program.  This review will be performed by an independent study committee at the National Academy of Sciences (referred to thereafter as the Academy) consisting of prominent experts in relevant fields of endeavor, and will produce a consensus report. This study committee will engage in a thorough synthesis of existing evidence of education program impact.
Background
Science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) education has become a focus of increasing national concern due to recognition of a lack of public understanding of scientific inquiry, a retiring scientific workforce, and job recruitment competition for those with science and engineering degrees. The lack of public literacy in science areas specific to NOAA’s mission has been recognized as a critical concern by national and international panels and commissions considering ocean conservation and climate issues. The recent establishment of a NOAA Office of Education and an intra-agency Education Council and adoption of a plan and policy for education makes this an opportune time for an assessment of previous and on-going education efforts in the agency.
NOAA has been directed by the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) to conduct an evaluation of its Education Program. NOAA proposes to engage a contractor to conduct an independent review of the education portfolio within the agency. NOAA’s portfolio of education projects is large and diverse. It includes programs aimed at serving students, teachers, and the general public, and includes programs tightly linked to particular NOAA’s mission goals and legislative mandates, as well as programs intended to provide broad information about Earth systems and environmental science related to the agency’s mission areas.
Description of Collaboration
NOAA will meet with the Academy to develop the prospectus for this review. The methodology employed will be an expert review of the existing evidence of impact across identified dimensions of NOAA’s education program.  The study committee appointed by the Academy will have members familiar with the science mission of the agency, knowledgeable about the needs and requirements of the education community, education research, and have strong expertise in evaluation methodologies. The committee will base its review on professional literature, existing data, strategic plans, and testimony from selected program administrators and participants. The review will be concluded and the report submitted to NOAA by September 30, 2009. (Note: This deadline may be revised with the mutual concurrence of the Academy and NOAA).

Contractor Tasks:
The Academy through the Board on Science Education (referred to thereafter as the Board)shall perform the following tasks in collaboration with NOAA to develop a prospectus to inform the process of the independent study, coordinate and support the accomplishment of said study, and deliver a consensus report:

Task 1.0 Develop a Prospectus for the Independent Study
Subtask 1.1  - The Board shall meet with the Contracting Officer Representative (COR) and any advisory group established by the COR to gain a broader understanding of the program issues under study as well as the guiding questions under consideration.

Subtask 1.2 – The Board shall interview NOAA and NOAA-related officials, to be determined by the COR, to gain a NOAA-wide perspective of the program and identify other issues and sources of information.

Subtask 1.3 – The Board shall draft a prospectus for the study process. This prospectus provides a plan for the review including identification of issues under consideration, study questions, sources of relevant evidence, and analytical strategies necessary to complete the review and assessment.  The Academy shall also identify resources (staff, money, time, etc.) needed to execute the plan as well as potential problems.

Subtask 1.4 – The Board will present the prospectus and statement of task to the governing board for consideration, review, and approval.

Task 2.0 Coordinate and Support the Independent Study
Task 2.1 – The Academy shall coordinate and support the completion of the independent study of NOAA education as set forth in the approved statement of task.
Task 3.0 Deliver a Consensus Report
Task 3.1 – At the conclusion of the study, the Academy shall deliver a consensus report detailing the process, findings conclusions, and recommendations of the study. 
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