NOAA Education Council – June 2007

Agenda

1:00
Welcome/Opening Remarks

1:10
Smithsonian Update – P. Keener-Chavis

1:55
Next steps for NOAA Education – C. Michalopoulos

· National Academies Study

· NEP/NEC Get back

· Investment questions update

2:55
PPBES Update – K. Benson

3:10
Updates/Announcements

3:30
Adjourn 

Upcoming Council Meetings:

· July 18

· August 15

· September 19

Attendance

In person: Christos Michalopoulos (CM - Chair), Janice Beattie (JB), Kim Benson (KB), Jason Chase (JC), Tom Cox (TC), Dave Ginsburg (DG), Ron Gird (RG), Molly Harrison (MH), Liza Johnson (LJ), Carol Kavanagh (CK), Paula Keener-Chavis (PKC), Meka Laster (ML), Jon Lilley (JL), Michiko Martin (MM), John McLaughlin (JM), Frank Niepold (FN), Dan Pisut (DP), Davida Remer (DR), Jacqueline Rousseau (JR), Peg Steffen (PS), Sharon Walker (SW), Carla Wallace (CW).
On the phone: Alyssa Gundersen (AG), Atziri Ibanez (AI), Jennifer Hammond (JH), Bob Hansen (BH), Carrie McDougall (CMc), Joe Shewmaker (JS), Judy Reeves (JRe).

Actions

	Who
	Action
	Due

	TC
	Send to Council members summary of activities planned for Iowa State fair
	

	PKC
	Sent out list of participants on Ocean Portal working group to Council
	

	All
	Contact DR if interested in participating/contributing to Portal working group
	

	LK
	Ask PPI for an analyst to attend Council meetings
	

	All
	Council members to let KB know if they are interested in putting in a no-cost partnership into PPBES.
	


Discussion

Welcome/Opening Remarks
· PS handed out a flier to Council members detailing two opportunities for local educators this summer. PS will send further details out via email.
· TC will be attending this year’s Iowa State fair and is looking for any contributions. Agreed to send out a summary of activities planned for the fair.

Smithsonian Update – P. Keener-Chavis & Davida Remer
· Expectation that most visitors to the Ocean Portal will not have visited the Ocean Hall – would be interesting to get data on who is visiting the Portal.

· Regarding funding: 100k for portal will be in-kind support. Majority of funds will be from Smithsonian fundraising (~500k). FY08 funding from NOAA (NOS) will support 1-2 staff.
· Suggestion to put a floor plan of the Ocean Hall on the Portal site.

· Stories for the Portal are written and vetted by various NOAA offices. Special Projects assumes that Line Offices have adequately reviewed pieces – all stories should go through an official review at the office level. Part of the purpose of the Portal prototype is to test the stories.

· Request to see list of NOAA Ocean Portal working group members so Council can see who has been involved. PKC agreed to send this list to the Council. How each office contributed to this group was left up to the offices. May need better coordination among the offices. Comment that it can be difficult to get offices to write pieces for this kind of display – is a different audience that requires a different way to write. Regarding clearance through Office of Communications – Line Offices responsible for getting clearance, the specific process depends on Line Offices’ policies.
· All NOAA products will be credited to NOAA. Only NOAA can edit text of its pieces – Smithsonian can comment but can’t edit directly.

· Intention that Portal contains the best NOAA material. If offices have good material then should be included but material needs to be identified first.

· Portal has not yet gone before the CIO Council. PKC will check to see if it needs to – seems to be more of a Communications/Public Affairs issue.

· Evaluation of site will look at measurable outcomes, e.g. knowing how to affect positive change for the ocean. Will then get users to search through the site to see if the issue is addressed. No longitudinal studies planned at present. Not yet brought in an evaluator – still at a very early stage with evaluation plan and no timeline has been set for this. Portal is still in test stage but plan to do a full evaluation before the site goes live.

· No plans yet for tagging information on site with metadata.

· Have some non-NOAA entities that contribute to the site. Both Woods Hole Oceanographic Institute and Scripps are formal partners in the Portal and the Ocean Hall. Also have opportunities for other groups to join as collaborators.
· Currently in discussion with Smithsonian regarding plans to do education activities beyond the Portal – looking at PD for teachers but still in very early stage of discussions.
· Council members should contact DR (davida.remer@noaa.gov) if interested in participating or contributing to the Portal working group.
Next steps for NOAA Education – C. Michalopoulos CONFIDENTIAL (INTERNAL)
· PPI director Paul Doremus has formally excluded NOAA OEd from writing an education white paper. An email confirming this was sent to Louisa Koch.

· OEd suggested to OMB that the National Academy of Sciences could conduct the study of NOAA education. Most likely the study will be undertaken by the Sciences Education Board (part of NAS). The scope of work (draft prospectus) that will be suggested to NAS is available on the Council website and is currently being reviewed by OAR. 
· Not yet certain whether this will be an assessment of strictly NOAA education or NOAA science education in general. This should be raised to the Board, most likely it will be mission related.
· Comment that it will be interesting to see what the Board has to say about the lack of national science ocean standards.
· All documents relating to Christos’ presentation are available on the Council web site – please provide any comments or revisions to Jon Lilley.

PPBES Update – K. Benson

· If Program Managers have not yet asked Ed Council members for input into the data call then Council members may need to seek out the Program Managers.

· Next year hope to get Education data call earlier in the planning process (should be more like last year).
· Suggestion to review the entire planning process – can’t really do this without a representative from PPI. Need to get a PPI analyst to attend Council meetings.
· If any Council members are interested in putting in a no-cost partnership program they should let KB know.

Updates/Announcements

RG
Last two months have had ten meteorologists from the Chinese Met agency visiting NOAA & touring NWS. Will brief them about Education & Outreach on Friday.
LJ
Recently held Part 2 of IYOR workshop. Had ~60 proposals for IYOR contributions. Currently working out a Mini Grant process to fund some of the proposals. Hope to award some funds in FY07 – have some money in National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF).

MH
Just had three project booklets nominated for awards.

FN
Have latest version of AAAS “Communicating and Learning About Global Climate Change” (handed out copies at meeting).

JM
Requested help with developing project ideas for the website Science Buddies (www.sciencebuddies.com). Would like to develop five ideas. Website gets ~ 4M hits a year and has a science person on staff who would work with the NOAA scientist. If interested contact JM (john.mclaughlin@noaa.gov).
DP
Looking for suggestions to develop new visualizations. Would like to plan future projects so NESDIS is able to use Hollings & EPP interns.
AI
Currently reviewing draft outlines for Estuaries 101 Curriculum. Also analyzing needs assessment data

JH
Looking at expanding Teacher at Sea into Teacher at NOAA (e.g. Teacher Under the Sea and Teacher in an Estuary). Would like to present to Council in a couple of months. Also will soon be releasing a 4th book on Thomas Jefferson

Next Meeting: July 18, 1-4pm, Room 10836 SSMC3

List of Commonly Used Acronyms

AMP

Annual Management Plan

AOP

Annual Operating Plan

CIO

Chief Information Officer

CMRP

Coastal & Marine Resources Program
CSC

Coastal Services Center

ELG

Environmental Literacy Grants

ERP

Ecosystem Research Program
IOOS

Integrated Ocean Observing System

IWG

Interagency Working Group

NAS

National Academies of Science

NEC

NOAA Executive Council

NEP

NOAA Executive Panel

NERRS
National Estuarine Research Reserve System

NMAO

NOAA Marine & Aviation Operations

OAR

Oceanic & Atmospheric Research
OMB

Office of Management & Budget

OEd

Office of Education

OMB

Office of Management & Budget

PART

Program Assessment Rating Tool

PD

Professional Development

PPBES
Planning Programming Budget Execution System

PPI

Program Planning & Integration

SAB

Science Advisory Board

USCOP
U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy
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