Tribal Natural Resource Education Program

The Tatitlek Village IRA Council, in cooperation with Chugach Regional Resources Commission, is developing an accredited, University-level Tribal Natural Resources Education Program that integrates the traditional knowledge, management strategies, and philosophies of the Tribes with western science. 
The ultimate goal of the program is the have Tribal members educated in the field of natural resources, working for their villages, and participating meaningfully in the natural resource management decisions that affect their Tribal traditional use areas.     
Current focus is on a 30-credit certificate in the marine sciences field, and our goal is to have the majority of those credits transferable to an associates degree program, and then a bachelors degree program.  
The content and method of delivery of this educational program is unique. Students conduct most of their work in their villages, coming together twice a year for a 1-2 week period of time for intense coursework.  It is during this time that students are able to earn as many as 6 credits per 1-2 week session.  The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and the Interior-Aleutians Campus of the University of Alaska-Fairbanks College of Rural Alaska are important partners in this program and it is funded in part by a grant awarded through the Administration of Native Americans. 
Summary of Project Accomplishments:

· First TM 193 Introduction to Tribal Natural Resources Management Course (3 college level credits) held in March 2006 in Port Graham, AK. 4 students completed the course.

· First TM 105 Tribal Management course (3 college level credits) held in March, 2006, in Port Graham, AK, and four students completed the course.

· Second TM 193 Introduction to Tribal Natural Resources Management Course scheduled for February 2007 in Anchorage, AK. 10 students have signed up for the course.

· First TM 293 Advanced Tribal Natural Resources Management Course scheduled for March 2007 in Tatitlek, AK. Students who took the Introduction course in 2006 and 2007 will take this next course.
· Work has begun in developing a new Traditional/Tribal Ecology course to add to the program curriculum and will be cross-listed in curricula within UAF’s College of Natural Science and Mathematics
· Currently working to compile a Tribal Natural Resources Management textbook to be used in both the introductory and advanced courses.  Will also be made available to universities and Tribal colleges nationwide.

· Staff have been working with the Tribal Management Program, through the University of Alaska Fairbanks’s Interior Aleutians Campus, to develop a new program emphasis in Tribal Natural Resources Management. The emphasis is expected to be approved by the University and listed in the University catalog in Spring 2008. Students will then be able to get a certificate or associates degree in Tribal Management with an emphasis in Tribal Natural Resources Management.
For further information, please contact:

Kelly Eningowuk, Tribal Education Specialist

Chugach Regional Resources Commission

6200 Lake Otis Parkway, Suite 201

Anchorage, Alaska 99507

Phone: (907) 562-6647 Cell: (907) 227-0876 Fax: (907) 562-4939

E-mail: kelly@crrcalaska.org
