IOOS Education: Key Messages and Themes Working Group
We have been given the task of formulating key messages and talking points for the Integrated Ocean Observing System (IOOS). As a starting point, we would like you to answer the following questions, which will help us draft some concepts for the Working Group to consider.

(1) To whom do you communicate about IOOS? What is your targeted audience for any IOOS messages, either through speaking, writing or media?

(2) What one thing about IOOS do you think your audience should know or understand? If you could make sure they understand only one thing about IOOS, what would it be?

(3) What idea about IOOS is most challenging to communicate? What do you feel people don't understand? What is difficult for your audience to grasp?

(4) How do you refer to IOOS in writing or speaking? "IOOS is _____."

We will compile all responses and draft a set of key messages, themes, and talking points for discussion by the group. Our goal is to produce three key messages about IOOS that can be agreed upon by the Working Group and used in communicating to each of the many IOOS audiences.
Below are some references to IOOS found in recent news articles:
· The U.S. Integrated Ocean Observing System - a cornerstone of the President's U.S. Ocean Action Plan: http://www.noaa.gov/eos.html 

· Coastal and ocean observing systems to provide data and information needed for timely and accurate climate prediction and forecasting

· An integrated ocean observing system <http://oceanservice.noaa.gov/topics/coasts/monitoring/ioos/ioos.html> along the U.S. coastline...continuously collect ocean data from buoys, satellites and other sensors for a host of applications, from increasing the accuracy of coastal weather forecasts, to aiding search-and-rescue missions at sea.

· Coastal and Ocean Observation System Act would authorize the establishment of a sustained national integrated coastal and ocean observing system for the nation’s coasts, oceans and Great Lakes through the National Ocean Research Leadership Council (NORLC). This system would enhance accurate weather and climate forecasts, safe maritime operations, sustainable fisheries management, an cutting-edge research.

· Integrated Ocean Observing System, a part of the growing Global Earth Observation System of Systems, which incorporates the best technology to provide the best science to help decision makers and the general public. 

· Ocean Observatories Initiative, a nationwide project meant to boost the public's scientific knowledge of the oceans.  The project, which has been in the works since the early 1990s, will place high-tech, unmanned instruments along the sea floor, in the water column and across the surface of the ocean. Television cameras, remote-controlled robots and data-gathering buoys will constantly transmit data directly back to an onshore computer, located at the Scripps Institution of Oceanography.

· The emerging Integrated Ocean Observing System and is the contributory element for the United States to the Global Earth Observation System of Systems (GEOSS), a global initiative that will revolutionize the understanding of earth and how it works. Upon completion, GEOSS will help all nations involved produce and manage their information in a way that benefits the environment as well as humanity.
